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“IT’S ALL BRET’S FAULT” @ ® 


s 


>», } 
\ 16 
j \ 
j . 
\ | 
, 4 \ 
: 1 
ais 
| \, ~ 
' 
\ 
| 
‘ 
. “i 
AR 
i 
| | 
\ 
| 


| 
| and Ri 


h 
Ae 


: 


=). 5 
Fe fy 


i = 


. 


ber 


» , E 1 é oh i UN, \!| [ I oy R 
PA IEE SERENE 

i | : ae oR . ¥ 

ae 2 Li a le By ; > 
ll | : _ OST, WED BE 
00390!" o | : 


oo 


0 N72 246 


re 
u 
’ i 


THE LEADER OF THE PACH 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the 
wrestling arena (and the locker room) to the 
fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers 
the entire spectrum of the sport can boast of 
the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
raphers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as 
the best! 


ERCLUGIVE FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete cov- 
erage of wrestling available anywhere. From 
the great staff of writers, through the dramat- 
ic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent 
full-color centerfold—PWI brings you 
wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can't get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” . . . 
Eddie Ellner’s lively and controversial “Off The 
Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports” . . . “Time 
Capsules”... And don't forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.50 on the news- 
stand (if you can find it!) and any other spe- 
cials we produce throughout the year. 


THREE WANG TO SUBSCRIBE 


Now available for the first time, a six-issue 
subscription to PWI. Six power-packed edi- 
tions will be delivered right to your door for 
just S15. 

Order a 12-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive two issues free! You'll get 14 issues 
for just $30—a 17% savings off the regular 
newsstand price. 

©To receive the greatest savings, order a 24- 
issue subscription to PWI at the low price of 
$60 and receive six issues free! That's 30 

-issues for the cost of 24, a 25% savings off 
the regular newsstand rate! 


Don’t miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 
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Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
C1) 1am enclosing $15 for a six-issue subscription 


C1 lam enclosing $30 for a 12-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 


C) 1am enclosing $60 for a 24-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 


Please indicate method of payment (Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax). 


CJ Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
CL] VISA# 


Expiration Date: /____ 


MO/YR 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Name 
Address Apt. 
City State Zip 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries: $19.80 for six issues ($25.50 airmail); $39.60 for 12 issues ($51 airmail): $79.20 
for 24 issues ($102 cirmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for orders oulside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue, 
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REPORTER'S NOTEBOOK by Stu a 
Early feedback on the new PWI Weeki 


NAMES MAKIN’ NEWS by Bill Ap’ 
The latest happenings crane he welt ing er 


ON THE ROAD with V.J. eats 
Mexico invades Chicago and New York! 


BEHIND THE DRESSING ROOM R by David Rosenbaum 
i it or not, Honky Tonk Man is se 

THE INSIDER by Eddie Ellner 

Eddie shows no sympathy for his devil 

ON ASSIGNMENT by Liz Hunter 

Smile for the camera! WCW stars reveal their E!-motions 
CAPSULE PROFILE #221 

A look at the revitalized Sid Vicious 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

What happened to some stars of the past 

NEWS FROM THE WRESTLING CAPITALS 

Several ie cards eae high matches 

MATT BROCK’S PLAIN SPEAKING 

A variety of comments trom the crusty scribe 

IAN & AXL col 
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Brothers go from blue-collar Britain to fame as Bad Breed 

STOP LAUGHING! 

WHY SPARKY PLUGG DESERVES A WORLD TITLE SHOT 
The WWF may put this young star in its fast lane 
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These Mexican mites aren't cute, just superb athletes 

ONE ON ONE: DUSTIN RHODES VS. ARN ANDERSON 
“The Natural’ and “The Enforcer” speak after their tag team split 
OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 

The fop 15 rankings in six key categories 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 

This is one Primo crushing 
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THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS 


Send letters to: 
Sincerely Yours 

P.O. Box 956 

Fort Washington, PA 
19034 


While many looked forward to the 
Ric Flair-Hulk Hogan match at 
WCW’s Bash at the Beach, reader 
Jamie Strong wasn’t one of them. 
He’d prefer to see the federation 
emphasize younger wrestlers. 


BAD OLD WCW 

No! Please, somebody pinch 
me. Someone tell me | didn’t see 
Glory Hog on a WCW telecast. 
Just when | thought it was safe to 
watch WCW again, here comes 
the most overrated 
wrestler in history—Hulk 
Hogan. The “Hulkster” 
feuding with Ric Flair? | 
think not. This would 
have been good 20 
years ago, but now 
they’re both so old and 
senile they’ll probably 
have a heart attack on 
their way to the ring. 


What, are they gonna have steel 
wheelchair matches? The fans are 
sick and tired of being fed the 
same garbage year after year. | 
have a little advice for you 
washed-up has-beens: Be like 
Mike and retire. 

Just seeing this pathetic 
attempt by the federation to bring 
back its former glory makes me 
sick. With so much fresh young 
talent waiting for a chance, you’d 
think WCW wouldn't resort to the 
same old song and dance. 

JAMIE STRONG 
Buffalo, NY 


HEAR IT FOR HYATT 
People in the wrestling world 
need to wake up and realize what 


Missy Hyatt’s absence from wrest- 
ling dampens the spirits of reader 
Mike Dampier. He calls her a man- 
agerial mastermind who helped 
The Nasty Boys become WCW 
World tag team champions. 

a great loss it will be if Missy Hyatt 
doesn’t come back to wrestling. 

So what about the clothes she 
wore to ringside. It’s not like she’s 
the only person, male or female, 
who loves to show off. She’s a 
great manager and has a great 
mind. She’s not the blonde bimbo 
that WCW portrayed her as being. 
She’s a mastermind. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


When she was in The Nasty 
Boys’ corner, they were World 
champs. Now she’s gone, and so 
are their belts. | bet that if Missy 
was in the corner of Sting or 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell, every- 
one would love her, no matter what 
she wore or what she did. 

So wake up, wrestling world. 
Long live the first lady of pro 
wrestling! 

MIKE DAMPIER 
Hot Springs, AR 


SOARING “ROCKET” 

After making an auspicious 
debut in the Stampede promotion 
years ago, Owen Hart entered the 
WWF, where he failed to gain any 
momentum. Soon, Owen began 
teaming with Jim Neidhart and 
Koko B. Ware, and had moderate 
success. After some careful consid- 
eration, Owen realized some 
changes were necessary for him to 
regain the momentum of his early 
career. 

Since his transformation into a 
rulebreaker, Owen has defeated 
men like former Intercontinental 
champion Marty Jannetty. He fur- 
ther proved his worthiness to be 
called one of the WWF’s elite by 
winning the King of the Ring tourna- 
ment, beating Tatanka, The Kid, 
and Razor Ramon. Hands down, 
Owen Hart is truly the most 
improved wrestler of 1994. 

STAN R. LENKIEWICZ 
Paramus, NJ 


LEGENDARY LARRY 
The triumphant return of “Living 
Legend” Larry Zbyszko in WCW 
was the comeback of the year! | 
loved it when he sent the pompous 
jerk Lord Steven Regal on a one- 
Way trip to “Larry-land” and cap- 
tured the TV title. Maybe he and 
Arn Anderson can reunite The 
Enforcers and reclaim the WCW 

World tag team belts! 

JIMMY NANCE 
Asheboro, NC 


Owen Hart’s career was stalled, 
according te reader Stan R. 
Lenkiewicz, and was revived only 
when he turned to rulebreaking. 
Now he calis Hart the WWF’s most 
improved wrestler. 


x. 


Larry Zbyszko’s masterful return to championship form pleased reader 


RELATIVELY SPEAKING 

In the unfolding drama of the 
Hart family schism, there appears 
to be one forgotten family member. 
lronically, like Jim Neidhart, this 
person is also a brother-in-law. I’m 
speaking of Davey Boy Smith, the 
“British Bulldog.” He is married to 
the former Diana Hart. 

Smith last wrestled in WCW 
before returning to his native 
England. However, he has signed 
to appear on the WWF's upcoming 
European tour. Perhaps the time is 
right for Bret to persuade Davey 
Boy and the WWF suits to reach an 
accord on an extended siay in the 
States for Smith. This could give 
Bret a counter-balance to 
Neidhart’s shenanigans. 

Then again, if any animosity 
remains between Davey Boy and 
Bret (Smith won the Interconti- 
nental title from Bret at Summer- 


(Continued on page 56) 


Jimmy Nance. He would like to see the “Living Legend” next pursue the 
WCW tag team title with Arn Anderson. 


REPORTER'S 
NOTEBOOK 


By Stu Saks 


I’m encouraged by the positive feedback I’ve received 
from those people who have seen the newly revamped 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly. “Great job, guys,” wrote 
Lois McKenzie of Roanoke, Virginia, who’s been receiving 
the newsletter since its debut five years ago. “You had a 
goal. You devised a plan. You succeeded.” 

Essentially, our goal was to reduce the price of what we 
feel is essential reading for any true wrestling fan. We 
did that. The plan was to alter the format so that the 
information most of us deemed crucial (extensive world 
wide results and late-breaking news) remained intact. We 
did that. The question of whether or not we succeeded 
can only be answered by you. 

Feedback anyone? 

“‘T always loved PWI Weekly,” wrote Hank Volpe of 
Butte, Montana, “but it had become a little difficult to 
scrape together the money. With the exception of Steve 
Anderson’s cartoon, there was nothing cut from the the 
old PWI Weekly that I miss. And it’s so much more 
affordable!” 

If you’d like to receive a free sample copy of PWI 
Weekly, all you have to do is send us a business-sized (4” 
x 9/2”) envelope with a stamp and your address on the 
front to: Free Weekly Offer c/o Instp— WRESTLING, RO Box 
956, Fort Washington, PA 19034. Your envelopes must be 
received by September SO, 1994, in order to qualify for 
this free offer One per household, please. Recipients of a 
free PWI Weekly through this offer will receive the edi 
tion produced on October 10, 1994, and mailed October le, 
1994. 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
GIFT OFFER 


If you are looking for a special holiday gift for a wrestling fan, we have the answer. Try a gift subscription 
package of the world’s best-selling and most respected wrestling magazines! It’s the only holiday gift that 
lasts the entire year! Just check off which gift package you want, and we do the rest! A gift notice will be sent 
to the recipient. There’s no better way to make this a memorable holiday season for someone you love! 


GIFT PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Magazine Title U.S/Canada_ Foreign Issues Renewal 


(1) PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED $29.95 $39.55 12 
[1] THE WRESTLER $18.95 $28.55 12 
0 INSIDE WRESTLING $18.95 $28.55 
CWRESTLER & INSIDE WRESTLING $35.00 $54.20 
(1 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, $57.95 $86.75 

WRESTLER & INSIDE WRESTLING 
11 SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING $12.75 $17.55 


[1] PRO WRESTLING $49.99 $88.99 
ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 


GOLDEN GIFT OFFER 


C) PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, 
WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING $73.44 $98.64 42 


Send To: Please indicate method of payment: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 1 Check or money order 
P.O. BOX 910 (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 O VISA# 
0 MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / _ 


Please enter the gift subscription(s) I've checked MOR 
on the order form above. 


THIS GIFT IS FOR YOUR NAME 


ADDRESS ADDRESS 


CITY CITY 


STATE ZIP STATE 


TELEPHONE # 


(All orders outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before receiving first issue) 


ERHAPS HULK HOGAN 
Portex now bill himself as 

“Nature Boy Ill.” After all, the 
“Hulkster’ now shares an honor pre- 
viously limited to both previous 
“Nature Boys,” Ric Flair and Buddy 
Rogers. They are the only wrestlers 
to capture World titles in both 
NWA/WCW and the WWF. 

Hogan earned his place in history 
July 17 by defeating Flair for the 
WCW belt at Bash at the Beach in 
Orlando, Florida. It was his debut 
match in Ted Turner’s federation, 


“ HULK HOGAN 


and sixth world title overall. 

“Those few who doubted the 
power of ‘Hulkamania’ had better 
reconsider, brother,” Hogan said 
after the victory. “Beating Ric Flair 
wasn’t easy—he’s a real great 
wrestler—but | knew I’d come 
through!” 

Flair vowed to regain the title. 
“Hulk did it once, but no more. I’m a 
superb champion, but an even more 
tenacious challenger. | will be back! 
Count on it.” We will see ... 

The tag team belts also changed 
hands in Orlando that night. Paul 
Orndorff and Paul Roma, who call 
themselves Pretty Wonderful even 


though they're rulebreakers, defeat- 
ed champions Cactus Jack and 
Kevin Sullivan. “You better take us 
seriously now!” Orndorff said. He 
and Roma have since been defend- 
ing the belts against Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell and his new 
partner, The Patriot. 

Hogan, Flair, Orndorff, Roma, 
and Sherri Martel (who was recent- 
ly fined $25,000 by WCW Com- 
missioner Nick Bockwinkel for 
interfering during Flair’s loss to 
Hogan) are among many WWF 
alums now in WCW. Add one more 
to the list, as Hacksaw Duggan 
recently appeared on a WCW 
Saturday Night TV taping in Atlanta. 
The product of upstate New York 
received a big roar from the crowd 
en route to winning his two matches. 

WWE fans breathed a sigh of 
relief when a federal jury in Union- 
dale, New York, acquitted federation 
head Vince McMahon on charges 
of conspiring to distribute steroids to 
wrestlers. Earlier, U.S. District Judge 
Jacob Mishler had dismissed 
steroid distribution charges against 
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BOB BACKLUND 


the 48-year-old McMahon. The 
WWF head, wearing a neck brace 
while recovering from surgery, has 
retumed to his announcing duties on 
federation telecasts. The WWF had 
signed Jim Ross to fill in on a tem- 
porary basis. 

Shawn Michaels hadn't wrestling 
much since losing that famed ladder 
match to Razor Ramon at Wrestle- 
Mania X. Michaels did make an ap- 
pearance at a WWF Monday Night 
Raw telecast in Youngstown, Ohio, 
and, with Intercontinental champ 
Diesel there for support, defeated 
Ramon. Michaels remains pound- 
for-pound among the best competi- 
tors anywhere. It would be interest- 
ing to see how he would do against 
the towering Diesel, whose career 
he helped to revitalize. 

Also in Youngstown, Japan's Bull 
Nakano made her American debut 
against World Women’s champion 
Alundra Blayze. Nakano, guided by 
Luna Vachon, battled Blayze to a 
double-countout in a very rousing 
match. This has the potential to be 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


the best series of women’s matches 
in this country in many years. 
Whether or not Bob Backlund is 
becoming a rulebreaker, there’s no 
doubt that the former World champi- 
on is upset about something. 
Backlund, who slapped current 
champ Bret Hart after losing to him 
in July, appeared on Jerry Lawler’s 
“King’s Court” segment on Raw, 
where he lambasted Hart and the 
current crop of WWF stars. Does he 


feel threatened by the federation’s 
“New Generation” campaign? The 
last time | saw Backlund this animat- 
ed was when Superstar Graham 
destroyed his title belt. 

I’ve enjoyed Mexico’s acrobatic 
wrestling for years, and am glad to 
see it doing well in the U.S. outside 
of Southern California. Promoted by 
the IWC, AAA wrestlers competed in 
Chicago and New York recenily and 
drew respectable crowds, mostly 
Mexican-Americans, in both places. 
Among the stars who took part were 
El Hijo del Santo, Konnan, Oct- 
agon, 2 Cold Scorpio, Tito 
Santana, and the man Mexican fans 
love to hate, Jake Roberts. And 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


don’t forget the great midgets like 
Espectrito and the dazzling 
Mascarita Sagrada, who can be 
measured with a yardstick but wres- 
tles with an abandon seen in few 
men twice his height. Expect 
IWG/AAA to hold more cards well 
north of the border in the future, and 
to see more non-Hispanics on hand 
once word gets out about the quality 
of competition. 

He’s baaaaaack! Sid Vicious, 
who's had more comebacks than 
virtually anyone else in wrestling, 
now has the USWA title to his credit. 
Vicious, whose hometown of West 
Memphis, Arkansas, is just across 
the river from Mid-South Coliseum, 
won the belt by forfeit when champi- 
on Jerry Lawler was unable to 
wrestle Sid. Earlier on the card, 


™ sip vicious 


Vicious had attacked “The King,” 
rendering him unable to compete. 
Hmmmmmm. 

Steve Williams, who for years 


wv 
= 
a 
of 
= 
> 
had 
> 
wa 


has been among the top foreigners 
in Japanese wrestling, reached the 
pinnacle by defeating Mitsuharu 
Misawa for the Triple Crown titles 
on an All-Japan card in Tokyo. 
Misawa had held the honors for 
nearly two years. Williams is only the 
third American to win the belts; the 
others were Stan Hansen (three 
times) and Terry Gordy (twice). 
Gordy and Williams at one time 
were tag team partners. Don’t be 
surprised if Gordy returns to Japan 
in order to get another shot at the 
belts. 

Finally, the North Carolina-based 
Pro Wrestling Federation has a new 
heavyweight champion, as Russian 
Assassin Il (with help from manag- 
er Russian Assassin I) conquered 
Italian Stallion in the finals of a tour- © 
nament to determine a new titlehold- 
er. The next day, PWF held a benefit 
card for local children. Nice idea. 

That's all for now. See you at the 
matches! 


HIS IS A story of a Mexican 
invasion, wrestling style. Spec- 
ifically, it’s about one of that 
country’s leading federations, AAA, 
and how it’s grabbing attention north 
of the border. 

First and foremost, the wrestling is 
excellent. You'll be reading more about 
AAA in INSIDE WRESTLING and our sister 
magazines in coming months. In fact, | have a piece 
on page 50 about its fascinating midget wrestlers. 
But here, let’s focus on things outside the ring. 

It all began in August of 1993, when International 


2 Cold Scorpio wrestled at The Paramount when WCW held a card there in 
1993. He returned to the building as an independent, joining Tito Santana Big Apple—but they’ ve never 


and Heavy Metal to beat Los Payasos (The Clowns). 


Wrestling Council promoters held a card at the Los 
Angeles Sports Arena featuring the stars of the 
Mexican-based AAA. No surprise there; Mexican 
wrestling telecasts have been aired in Southern 
California for years. More recently, they’ve been fea- 


tured on Galavision, a Spanish-lan- 
guage cable outlet carried on many 
systems. 

So the promoters held the card, 
and people came ... and came ... 
and came. Mexican fans traditionally 


| With V.J. Paterno | | With V.J. Paterno | Paterno 


buy tickets at the door rather than in 
advance, and this time they arrived in 
droves. With Konnan, Jake Roberts, 
and Cien Caras headlining in a triangular match, 
IWC/AAA drew a sellout throng of 16,742. Moreover, 
an estimated 7,000 fans were turned away. Gridlock 
on a nearby freeway extended for more than a mile. 
(The night before, the IWC/AAA 
card in San Jose nearly sold out 
a 4,500-seat arena.) 

Later IWC/AAA cards in 
California also did good busi- 
ness, sO you can understand 
why promoters decided to 
invade U.S. markets outside the 
Golden State. They targeted 
Chicago and New York, two 
cities with large Hispanic popu- 
lations. Makes sense, right? 

Not so fast. If you think 
Spanish-speaking Americans 
are one amorphous mass, 
George Steinbrenner wants you 
as his director of community 
relations. The Latino population 
in New York, for example, has 
long had a dominant Puerto 
Rican flavor, although the 
Dominican segment is growing. 
Across the Hudson in Union 
City, New Jersey, there is a 
huge Cuban community. All 
have differing cultures, and don’t 
like being lumped together. 
There are Mexican natives, 
too—you can find virtually every 
ethnic group somewhere in the 


been particularly visible. 
Wrestling skeptics bolstered 
their arsenal when IWC/AAA postponed its Chicago 
and New York dates over several months. Finally, 
IWC/AAA got down to business and held the cards, 
featuring many of its greatest stars (Konnan, Perro 
(Continued on page 61) 
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: | PLUS: Each month, three runners-up 
(' AY N - ) will receive a free PW/I T-shirt! 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go 
head to head with the editors of PWI in the trivia match of your 
life! If you can answer seven consecutive questions correctly— 
without getting pinned—you con earn the title “Undisputed 


Wrestling Trivia Champ” and win $100 or a PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED T-shirt! ALL-NEW QUESTIONS! 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be 
the next $100 winner! 


What manager brought Hulk Hogan fo the WWF in 1979? 
1) Capt. fou Abas 2 ne 
2) The Grand Wizard 
| Fred Blassie 
a 4) Arnold Skaaland 
Which of the following wrestlers did Lex Luger nof defeat to capture 
one of his four U.S. heavyweight titles? 
a 5 f i Rigo Kort 
us| le 
3 Michoel reves 


A) Stan Hansen 


True or False: Dusty Rhodes was once managed by rulebreaking 
manager Gary Hart. 

True 

2) False 

How did Ric Flair severely injure his back in October 1975? 


1) Airpiane cras 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents' permission. 3 Ring inipry PTE 
4) None of the above 
This service is available on both rotary-dialed How did you do? If you're up for the challenge and want to 
and touch-tone phones. Joa resin onrslecge se Work, GA cn a os 1 a S100 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 

Call as often as you like. The contest begins Sept 1, 1994, and runs through November 30, 1994. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each call is 
$1.49 per minute. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary 
to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via second-chance drawing, The odds of winning are depen- 
dent on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 
19333. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing Soe $100 winner. From Sept 1, 1994, until 
November 30, 1994, a total of 9 PWI T-shirts (retail value $19.95 each) will be awarded. London Publishing Co, will select the winners. No substitutions allowed. 
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Behind the 
Dressing Room 
Door 


by David Rosenbaum 


T WAS 4:58 on a Thursday after- 

noon in August. | was depressed. 

The newly once-again, twice-revised 
publishing schedule had just been 
released and the news was horrific: 
The deadline for one of the magazines 
had been moved up nearly a month. 

The phone rang. It was Associate 
Publisher Craig Peters. 

“Dave,” he said, “] have some good 
news for you.” 

Great. The deadline had been 
revised again. 

“The deadline hasn’t been 
changed,” he said. “But what could 
make you happy for a whole year?” 

A million things went through my 
mind. Lynne Russell on CNN. A base- 
ball strike just as the Yankees are 
about to win the World Series. Six-per- 
cent fixed-rate mortgages. The main 
hockey beat with The New York 
Times. 

The right answer came to me 
immediately. See if you can guess. 

I'll give you a few clues. 

He sings, he dances, and he plays 
the guitar. 

Need more? 

He’s cool, he’s cocky, he’s bad. 

More clues? 

His performance at the WWF’s 
Slammy Awards is still being talked 
about. 


He’s baaaaaack! Honky Tonk Man, one of the WWF’s most controversial 


er 


stars and its longest-running Intercontinental champion, has resurfaced 
in WCW after several years as an independent. 


Even more? Come on! Andy 
Rodriguez solved it on the first clue! 

He is the longest-reigning WWF 
Intercontinental champion in history. 

The Honky Tonk Man? Got it! 

Cooler, cockier, and badder than 
ever. The news, indeed, was that The 
Honky Tonk Man was coming to 
WCW. This 6'1", 256-pound barrel of 
joy will bring happiness, fun, laughter, 
music, and a lot of great wrestling to 
WCW. 

Much maligned, always misunder- 
stood, Honky Tonk has bounced back 
again from near-oblivion and stands 
once again at the verge of superstar- 
dom. 

If Stu Saks were dead, he’d be 
twirling in his grave. Stu absolutely 
hates Honky Tonk Man and has no 


respect for his ability. 


Well, take this, Stu: June 2, 1987, 
through August 29, 1988. That was the 
length of Honky Tonk’s I-C title reign, 
and it will go down in history as the 
finest ever. Honky Tonk began it with a 
startling victory over Rick Steamboat— 
who most wrestling experts agree will 
be in the Hall of Fame—and ended it, 
exhausted, with a loss to The Ultimate 
Warrior. 

Along the way, Honky Tonk sang a 
few new songs, scored more than a 
few upsets, and proved every critic 
right. As for that performance at the 
Slammys ... 

Well, you had to be there. Honky 
Tonk, dressed in a power blue tuxedo, 
drove onto the stage in a pink Cadillac 
and sang his way into our hearts. I've 
never seen Andy Rodriguez laugh so 

(Continued on page 58) 
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THE BIGGEST stuns! 
THE GREATEST warcuts 
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Experience the best in wrestling—right in your own home!— 
with this sensational collection of superstar videos at bargain prices! 
ae 


MADUSA’S CHAMPIONSHIP WORKOUT 

Are you Fil—Feminine, intelligent, and Tough? If so, Madusa Miceli’s fitness video is for 
you! Based on the training methods used by professional kickboxers and martial artists, 
this tape provides you with a total-body aerobic workout that can’t be beat! You'll gain 
confidence, improve coordination, tone up hips and thighs, ond relieve stress, What are 
you waiting for?! Approx. 65 minutes. $9.95. 


RICK RUDE: RAW! 

The “Ravishing One” is highlighted in this spectacular program, beginning with Rude’s 
return to WCW at Halloween Havoc ’91 and showcasing such major events as his Clash of 
the Champions XVII battle with Sting, his SuperBraw! 1! ond Beach Blast '92 wars with Rick 
Steamboat, his Halloween Havoc 92 battle with Masa Chono, and his King of Coble tour- 
nament final versus Sting. Approx. 30 minutes. $12.95. 


STING: DEADLY VENOM (pictured) 

Packed with highlights of the “Stinger’s” greatest moments! See his Great American Bash 
9] chain match with Nikite Koloff, his SuperBraw! 1! WCW World title victory over Lex 
Luger, his amazing Beach Blast '92 brawl with Cactus Jack, grueling bottles with Big Van 
Vader ai SuperBravl {ll and Starrcade ‘92, the Halloween Havoc ‘92 pole match with Jake 
Roberts, Wor Games action, and more! Approx. 30 minutes. $12.95. 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR {pictured} 

Experience the awesome power of The Ultimate Warrior as he battles Papa Shango, 
Skinner, and Brian Knobs! Watch him team with The Undertaker to take on Shango and 
Berzerker! And no Warrior tape would be complete without his stirring WWF World title 
victory over Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania Vi—yvoted 1990 Match of the Year by Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated readers! Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95 


WRESTLEMANIA’S GREATEST MATCHES 

WrestleMania is the premier event on the pay-per-view calendar, and Volume II of the 
official WrestleMania series includes some absolutely stunning action: Hulk Hogan vs. 
Randy Savage from WrestleMania V, Brutus Beefcake vs. Curt Hennig from WrestleMania 
VI, The Nasty Boys vs. The Hart Foundation from WrestleMania Vil, and Randy Savage vs. 
Ric Flair from WrestleMania Vill. Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95. 


WWF WRESTLING’S HOTTEST MATCHES 

Your VCR will be smoking after these action-packed bouts: Randy Savage vs. Irwin R. 
Schyster, “British Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith (seconded by Bret Hart) vs. “Mr. Perfect” 
Curt Hennig (managed by John Tolos), The Mountie & The Nasty Boys vs. Roddy Piper & 
The Bushwhackers, and Bret Hart vs. Irwin R. Schyster! Wrestling action doesn’t get any 
wilder-—or hotter-—than this! Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95. 


YES, | would like to order the video(s) | have indicated below. ! have enclosed a check or 
money order made payable to London Publishing, or provided my credit card information to 
charge my purchase. 


Name a = 

Aibttaes = NES te z Apt# 

Ghat Se ere i ee 

1 Check or money order {enclosed and payable fo London Publishing) 

G VISA © MasterCord 

CORD fee eee ie, Se 

Expiration Date: / 

MO/ YR 

Signature: asf =—— : 

ae OAT he PRE TOTALS 

HMADUSR'S WORKOUT | $ 9.95 sal 

RICK RUDE: RAW! |__.$32.95 

| STING: DEADLY VENOM $12.95 ~ 

THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR | : $12.95 ay 

WRESTLEMANIA MATCHES | nb Fee el ee 

WWE HOTTEST MATCHES _ | SU | 
SUBTOTAL: 


PENNSYLVANIA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX: 

$3 PER VIDEO SHIPPING & HANDLING IN US/CANADA: | 

$5 PER VIDEO SHIPPING AND HANDLING OUTSIDE U.S./CANADA: 
TOTAL ENCLOSED: | 


SEND TO: 

Lonpon Pusuisuins Co. 
Box 956 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. International money orders in U.S. funds oaly. All videos ore VHS and NTSC system compatible 
only, PAL systems are not compatible. All topes carry 100% money bock guarantee ogainst defects only. If tope is defec- 
tive, please retum it with o note specifying the defect. 
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by Eddie Ellner 


(The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider” are those of Eddie 
Eliner alone, and do not necessar- 
ily reflect the opinions of anyone 
else on the staff of this magazine.) 


EWS ITEM: A Short WWF 
Ne Primer for the Spir- 

itually Impaired. What’s 
the sound of one man gloating? 
Ha ha ha. When a federation dies 
in the forest and no one is around 
to hear it scream, does it make a 
noise? Who knows? 

Attendence at WWF shows are 
down, way down. What can you 
expect when Nikolai Volkoff is 
feted as a feature attraction? As 
fresh milk needs time to curdle, a 
selfish deed takes time to bring 
sorrow in its wake. So vince 
mcmahon (lower case, as in k.d. 
lang or e.e. cummings) got off the 
hook. Legally, in the eyes of the 
court, he is not guilty of running 
steroids through his federation like 
a pusher on the street. 

Let’s see now. Hulk Hogan 
admitted using steroids for 13 
years, though five years ago, 
when David Shultz and Superstar 
Graham testified they personally 
shot steroids with him, Hogan 
denied any involvement. mcma- 
hon, who has admitted using 
steroids and who knew when 
Hogan was having a bowel move- 
ment, would have us believe that 
he had nothing to do with distribut- 
ing steroids to his feature attrac- 
tion. 


Feel sympathy for WWF head Vince McMahon, Eliner says. He may have 
been legally exonerated, but now he’s suffering—and not just because 
of the neck brace he was wearing. 


Those who dwell on negative 
thoughts will never be free from 
hatred. | do not hate vince mcma- 
hon any longer. Watching him 
cringe and grovel in his neck 
brace brought an end to my suffer- 
ing. | have compassion for his 
plight. His neck is stiff because he 
is rigid in his ways. In his next life 


he will face a horrific reincarnation: 
He will come back as himself. 

The face is overrun by wrinkles. 
The head is marked with gray. The 
limbs have gone flaccid. Craving 
alone keeps its youth and vigor. 
memahon will always try to dupli- 
cate the success he thinks he had. 

(Continued on page 60) 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you’d love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 

about a third! 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! WONT RETURN 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming BY HEENAN LEAVES WINE, SNS 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You BOB BRAWL 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s ERSON INJURED IN HOTEL 
wrestling news today! VICIOUS & AND 

; 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS! CHARGES ROAINST LAER DROPED? 


New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 
week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW/ Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
© 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
» 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


Send to: YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send 
London Publishing Co. C) NEW me a subscription to PW! Weekly as follows: 
a Washington PA 19034 CO) RENEWAL [] 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings! 


(1 34 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings! 
Please indicate method of payment: O 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings! 
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| (J Check or money order L) I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. 
H (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 
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O VISA NAME 


Bye toatd ADDRESS APT 
Card number: 


Expiration date: j= CITY es STAT Es ZIP 


MO/YR Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for 
single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 
issues. International money orders in U.S. funds only. 


(Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax) 
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Assignment 


By Liz Hunter 


V STARSTRUCK. WHEN 

i word filtered through the 

ranks of WCW that the E! 
network intended to feature the 
federation in a three-part puff 
piece on the world of professional 
wrestling, the competitors started 
lining up for interviews. It got so 
bad that producers, who feared the 
media-shy grapplers would not 
cooperate, had to limit the number 
of wrestlers they interviewed. 

Why the mad scramble for 
mainstream publicity? Arn Ander- 
son blamed it on baseball. “Every- 
one around here 
thinks wrestling is 
gonna take off big- 
ger than ever when 
the baseball strike 
starts,” he said. 
“They think if they 
get on commercial 
TV, they'll get fam- 
ous and get en- 
dorsements. That’s 
absurd. Nothing’s 
that cut and dry.” 

Nevertheless, 
Anderson willingly (i 
waited over an hour |. 
to have his say into 
the cameras and 
was furious when 
his segment was 
edited out. “They 
said | was too ag- 
gressive,” he said. 
“Oh boy, I'd like to 
get that producer in 
the ring and teach 
him what aggres- 
sive really means.” 

The production, 
which aired last month, hardly 
offered a groundbreaking glimpse 
into the wrestling world. There 
were no uncovered scandals, no 


O.J.-like melodramas. Rather, it let 
a group of (usually) interesting 
wrestlers talk about the things that 
are important to them. 

“| think I’ve made a real impact 
on the children,” offered Dustin 
Rhodes, coming off as a cross 
between Jimmy Stewart and Mr. 
Rogers. “You can see in their eyes 
how special it is for them to interact 
with positive role models. | learned 
from my father that you always 
have time for the people who are 
responsible for your success.” 

If you expected thrills from 


Johnny B. Badd, you were sadly 
disappointed. “| was digging swim- 
ming pools three years ago,” Badd 
practically cried, mining a similar 


vein of humility. “Can you imagine! 
Everything | have | owe to the fans 
of this sport. | remember that every 
time | step into the ring.” 

Others lost their nerve. 

“Hey, | was a prison guard,” said 
The Guardian Angel, “and | was 
given a choice: Work in solitary 
confinement or make it as a 
wrestler. Thank God it’s worked out 
for me.” 

The humble pie was so thickly 
sweet, it was like listening to a hive 
of honeybees. | suppose in light of 
recent wrestling-related head- 


i 


Steve Austin insists he’s not a role model. The U.S. champion says children can never 
hope to fill his shoes, and decries the hypocrisy of other wrestlers who slyly cheat while 
putting on a false front. 


lines—Vince McMahon’s steroid 
trial for instance—it doesn’t hurt to 
see wrestlers, even intense ones 

(Continued on page 62) 


AVAILABLE NOW 
A VERY SPECIAL incpenta OF 


are Over the past few years, these 


special issues of The Wrestler and 
Inside Wrestling have become 
coveted by collectors the world 
over. Now, in limited quantities, 
<| they are available to you for the |= 
I low price of just $5 each! Be sure to =. 
complete your collection today! 


JANUARY 1986 WRESTLER includes a dynamic four-page full-color MARCH 1990 INSIDE WRESTLING looks back at the decade of the 
section celebrating the 10 greatest wrestlers of the Wrestler years. Featured in ‘80s with a dazzling eight-page full-color section and a year-by-year review of 
color: Bruno Sammartino, Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, and Dusty Rhodes. the most significant events in the sport. Must reading for all fans! 


MARCH 1993 WRESTLER features a full-color 12-page section, “1992: JANUARY 1993 INSIDE WRESTLING presents a stunning 12-page 


The Year In Pictures,” that details all the most important events, both in and bonus full-color section covering the WWF's SummerSlam ‘92 extravaganza 
out of the ring, of that remarkable year in the mat sport. and Clash of the Champions XX, which celebrated 20 years of wrestling on TBS. 
MARCH 1994 WRESTLER features the full-color 12-page section, JANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING offered the most extensive 
“1993: The Year In Pictures,” detailing all the most important happenings, both coverage of SummerSlam '93 and Fall Brawl anywhere: seven pages of 
in and out of the ring, of those notable 12 months in the mat sport. analysis plus two pages of full-color highlights from each card! 
patie eas ARR aL an ys al Oa ace 1 LS mae Ae Ci is oa 1 
: MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: H 
ONLY $5 aan LONDON PUBLISHING CO, 
0. 5 
o lee ? FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 | 
7 MARCH 1993 Please send me the special editions of WRESTLER and INSIDE WRESTLING I've checked. 
i lam enclosing $ as payment in full. | 
WRESTLER In case of sellout, indicate substitute choice: 
| C1 MARCH 1994 : 
WRESTLER PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY ail 
| [1 MARCH 1990 Pir ee es Ed Det ie Se 
INSIDE WRESTLING Sidon ee ES EE eee 
| 1 JANUARY 1993 Cily : 
INSIDE WRESTLING State Zip 
! 
C JANUARY 1 994 For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be delivered by ground and $3.00 for 
1 INSIDE WRE. S TLING every back issue to be delivered by airmail. International money orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 1 
J 2005/1-94 | 
Lee ee ee ee ee ee ee | 
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CAPSULE PROFILE 


HE LATEST COMEBACK for 

Sid Vicious has started out 
well; he claimed the USWA 
heavyweight title without having to 
wrestle a single match ... Given the 
belt by forfeit after he choke- 
slammed then-champ Jerry Lawler 
at a TV taping ... Lawler suffered a 
concussion and couldn't make his 
scheduled bout with Sid (“Lawler’s 
not ‘The King’ in Memphis. | am!”) 
... The 6'8", 318-pound West 
Memphis, Arkansas, native made 
his pro debut in Memphis in 1987, 
teaming with Austin Idol against 
Lawler and Nick Bockwinkel ... 
Soon hired Downtown Bruno (a.k.a. 
Harvey Wippleman) as his manager 
and then entered CWF as Lord 
Humongous ... Joined Robert 
Fullers Stud Stable in the CWA in 
1988, gaining notoriety by hospital- 
izing several wrestlers (“Get in my 
way, and you pay with broken 
bones!”) ... Won the CWA title from 
Brian Lee and was called “the most 
awesome man I’ve ever wrestled” 
by Kerry Von Erich (“He was right!”) 
... Entered the NWA in 1989 after a 
brief stint in Japan ... Teamed with 
Dan Spivey as The Skyscrapers, 
under Teddy Long’s guidance (“/ 
carried that team”) ... They were 
compared to The Road Warriors, 
but never captured the World tag 
team title ... Long replaced him with 
Mark Callous when Vicious missed 
time with a punctured lung ..- 
Returned to action in 1990 as a 
member of The Four Horsemen (‘7 
should have known | was too good 
to waste my time with the Horse- 
men”) ... Was involved in the famed 
Halloween Havoc ’90 plot to pin fel- 
low Horseman Barry Windham, who 


Though some say Sid Vicious has never lived up to his potential, he has 
always caused plenty of pain for every opponent he’s faced. Road 
Warrior Hawk found that out when he encountered the sadistic Sid. 


was disguised as NWA World 
champion ... The real Sting eventu- 
ally appeared and pinned Sid (‘“/ 
realized then that the Horsemen 
lacked confidence in me”) ... Ended 
his first WCW stint after splitting with 
the Horsemen and suffering a 
humiliating stretcher match loss to 
El Gigante ... Debuted in the WWF 
as Sid Justice ... Wrestled as a fan 
favorite, dominating matches 
against The Undertaker (“After / 
destroyed him, he never rested in 
peace!”) ... Eliminated Hulk Hogan 
from the 1992 Royal Rumble to 
crown a World champion, but was 
the last man eliminated by Ric Flair, 
the winner ... Turned against Hogan 
after learning the “Hulkster,” not he, 
would face Flair at WrestleMania 
VIll (‘It was a conspiracy against 


me!”) ... Randy Savage ended up 
getting the title shot; Hogan defeat- 
ed Sid by disqualification at 
WrestleMania (“I didn’t care about 
winning. | just wanted to break him 
in two!”) ... Soon left the federation, 
returning to WCW in 1993 under the 
management of Col. Robert Parker 
... Began teaming with Big Van 
Vader, but with Vicious struggling 
against the likes of Sting, the two 
power-bombers became enemies (“/ 
could beat Vader any time, any 
place!”) ... Was slated to face 
Vader for the World title at 
Starrcade ’93, but left WCW after a 
hotel room brawl with Arn Anderson 
in England ... Many still think he 
hasn’t reached his potential (“Sid 
Vicious will rule wrestling, just 
wait!”). 
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Where Are They 


PAMPERO FIRPO 
The “Wild Bull Of 
The Pampas” was 
among the most 
feared wresilers of 
his day, famed for 
his slogan, “Kill, 
murder, 
=) stroy.” A 1960s star 
~ 4 especially popular 
| on the East Coast 
and in Detroit, the 
++) Argentine native is 
“4a now employed by 
the Postal Service in 
California. “l make sure the mail goes through,” 
he says. “l take no guff from letter carriers. Some 
of the dogs they see on their rounds are intimidat- 
ing, but they've got nothing on me!” 


EDDIE SHARKEY. 
This Minneso- 


tan—a former ama-: 


teur boxer—had 

some success as a 

wrestler, but is bet- 

ter known as a 

teacher. He has in- 

structed stars such 

as Jesse Ventura, 

Bob Backlund, The 

Road Warriors, and 

Rick Rude. Sharkey 

has become a pro- 

E fa moter in recent 

years, running Twi Cilesuaced Pro Wrestling 

America. “We're keeping the Minnesota wrestling 

tradition alive,” he notes. Eddie also collects 

antiques and reads extensively about the Civil 
War. 


and de- 


Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month 
we will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestiers 


ANGELO POFFO 
Best known today 
as the father of 
| Randy Savage and 
Lanny Poffo, Angelo 
was a fine wrestler 
in his own right, win- 
ning several titles in 
the late-1950s. He 
once set a world 
“record by doing 
6,033 situps in 4 
4 hours 10 minutes 
| and was even an 
~ intercollegiate chess 
champion at DePaul. A former promoter, Angelo 
now lives in Largo, Florida, where he takes it easy 
and plays the stock market. “Why not?” he says. 
“ve earned it.” 


KARL VON HESS 

Hess was one 

of the most hated 

wrestlers on the 

East Coast during 

the 1950s, and his 

tag team partners 

included Skull Mur- 

4 phy and Kurt von 

Poppenheim. Von 

Hess, who was al- 

so a boxer and 

rodeo rider, lives 

near Atlantic City, 

New Jersey, with 

his wife, Lenora. Karl is proud of his grandson 

Eric von Hess, an accomplished downhill skier 

who may make the U.S. Olympic Team in 1998. 

“Its obvious that toughness runs in the family!” 
he says. 
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4 ADVANCE TOUR SCHEDULES! x CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 

% MAILING ADDRESSES! 4 THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 
PHONE #'S FOR BEST TICKETS! UPDATED WEEKLY /24 HOURS! 
% FAST AND EASY! + NEW! SAMPLE HOT NEW MUSIC! 


Code Artist 

8361 10,000 Maniacs 2723 Cranberries 4683 Hothouse Flowers 9682 Neil Young 7621 Smashing Pumpkins 
4661 4Non Blondes 2761 Crosby, Stills, Nash 4631 Indigo Girls 6352 Nelson 7643 Smithereens 

2231 AC/DC 2765 Crowded House 4691 INXS 6393. New Order 7661 Sonic Youth 

2371 Aerosmith 2791 Cry of Love 2768 Jackson Browne 6461 Nine Inch Nails 7683 Soul Asylum 

6261 Aimee Mann 2853 The Cult 5224 Jackyl 6471 Nirvana 7682 SoundGarden 
2664 Alice Cooper 2871 The Cure 8291 James re eee 6722 NRBQ 7746 Spin Doctors 

2541 Alice in Chains 3261 Damn Yankees 5261 Jane’s Addiction 6723 Ozzy Osbourne 7181 Squeeze 

2551 Allman Bros. 3262 Danger Danger 4272 Jerry Garcia Band 7263 Pantera 8242 Steve Vai 

2681 Anthrax 3265 Danzig 5371 Jesus Jones 7692 Patty Smyth 6421 Stevie Nicks 

2527 ~=B-52s 2691 David Bowie 5385 Jethro Tull 7463 Paul Simon 7842 Sting 

2233 Bad Company 7681 David Lee Roth 2831 Jimmy Buffett 6221 Paul McCartney 7863 Stone Temple Pilots 
2323 Beatles 3332 Deep Purple 7282 Joe Satriani 9373 Paul Westerberg 7834 Suede 

2325 Beck 3331 Def Leppard 6351 John Mellencamp 7321 ~=—“Pearl Jam 7841 Suicidal Tendencies 
2352 = Belly 3371 Depeche Mode 5831 Judas Priest 4221 Peter Gabriel 7862 Sundays 

2381 Beverly Hills 90210 3461 Dinosaur Jr. 4282 Juliana Hatfield 3722 ~©Peter Frampton 8341 Suzanne Vega 
2444 ~~ Big Head Todd/Monsters 3462 Dio 5262 Kansas 7441 Phish 8251 ‘Talking Heads 


4361 Billy Idol 3472 Dire Straits 5461 King’s X 7462 Pink Floyd 8321 Tears For Fears 
5632 Billy Joel 3733 Dream Theater 5462 The Kinks 7641 Poison 6841 Ted Nugent 
2524 Black Sabbath 3871 Duran Duran 5472 KISS 7671 Porno For Pyros 8371 Tesla 

2523 Black Crowes 3242 The Eagles 5332 Led Zeppelin 7745 Primus 8372 Testament 


2544 Blind Melon 2741 ‘Edie Brickell 5366 Lemonheads 7762 Prong 8432. The The 

3951 Bob Dylan 5641 Elton John 5721 Lenny Kravitz 1831 Queen 7381 Tom Petty 

2661 Bon Jovi 3681 Enuff Z’nuff 5451 Lillian Axe 1832 ocensty ce 2622 Tom Cochrane 
2662 Bonham 5642 Eric Johnson 3671 Lita Ford 7363 R.E.M, 8662 Tool 

2731 Breeders 2525 Eric Clapton 5484 LIVE 7232 Radiohead 8741 Trixter Fan Club 
2769 Brother Cane 3981 Extreme 5962 Lynch Mob 7265 Ramones 8221 U2 

4673 Bruce Hornsby 3241 Faith No More 7931 Matthew Sweet 7283. RATT 8241 UB40 

7771 Bruce Springsteen 3442 Fight 6322 Meat Loaf 7332 Red Hot Chili Peppers 8451 Ugly Kid Joe 
2321 Bryan Adams 3471 Firehouse 6241 Megadeth 6273 Richard Marx 8743. Urge Overkill 
2852 Bulletboys 3531 Fleetwood Mac 3841 Melissa Etheridge 7521 Robert Plant 8262 Van Halen 

2881 Butthole Surfers 3673 Foreigner 6382 Metallica 7832. Rod Stewart 6341 Vince Neil 

9433 Catherine Wheel 4362 Genesis 2651 Michael Bolton 7651 ~Rolling Stones 8461 Violent Femmes 
9431 Cheryl Wheeler 8462 George Thorogood 6431 Midnight Oil 7652 Rollins Band 9271 W.AS.P. 

2461 Cinderella 4461 Gin Blossoms 6443 Mighty M.Bosstones 7871 Rush 9272 Warrant 

2656 Collective Soul 4721 Grateful Dead 6463 Ministry 7223 Sacred Reich 9441 White Zombie 
2663 Concrete Blonde 4731 Great White 6252 Mitch Malloy 7261 Santana 9463 The Who 

2671 _ Elvis Costello 4737 Green Day 6672 Morrissey 7374 Sepultura 9454 Wilson Phillips 
2683 Counting Crows 4735 Green Jelly 6682 Motley Crue 6262 Sinead O’Connor 9671 World Party 
2682 Coverdale/Page 4861 Guns N’ Roses 6681 Motorhead 7541 Skid Row 9371 Yes 

2693 Cowboy Junkies 4274 Hardline 6721 Mr. Big 7523 Slaughter 6251 YngwieMalmsteen 
2726 Cracker 4321 Heart 6331 Ned’s Atomic Dustbin 7524 Slayer 1181 ZZ Top 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! ( your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
y group just p y y 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


a xt 1 -800-721 2263 


<, $2.99/min. Under 18 get parent's permission. Avg. call 3 min. 


OR TRY 1 "900-454-7700 EXT 99 


$2.99/min. Under 18 get parent's permission. Avg. call 3-min. 
CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 


KIEL, GERMANY 
BY HERMANN HENRICH 


CRUSH 
VS. 
LEX LUGER 


SAVANNAH, GA 
BY ANDREW TILTON 


More than 6,900 fans jammed the Ostseehalle to 
watch these WWF civals go at it. Luger, who go: the 
louder cheers, initially traded punches with Crush. 
However, once the Hawaiian caught Luger i: « bearhug, 
he refused to let go. That lasted for approximately eight 
minutes, save for a brief offensive flurry by Luger. 
Eventually, Lex managed to come out of the hold for 


good and soon collected the pin with rollup. He imme- | 
| the referee {ittle choice than to rule Sting the winner by 


diately left the arena and did not even do his customary 
posing routine. 

OTHER BOUTS: Razor Ramon defeated 
Intercontinental champion Diesel (with Shawn Michaels) 
by disqualification ... World Women’s champion 
Alundra Blayze pinned Luna Yachon with a German 
suplex ... Mabel (with Oscar} pinned Bam 8am Bigelow 
... The Smokin’ Gunns beat The Rock ‘n' Roll Express 
... Jeff Jarrett pinned Doink the Clown {with Dink) ... 
Sparky Plugg pinned Adam Bomb. 


Col. Robert Parker no longer accompanies Austin to 
the ring, but the manager made an exception for this 
one match and the U.S. champion is glad that he did. 
Austin had a good, intense battle against Sting, pleas- 
ing the crowd of 2,200. However, Sting fook command 
and appeared to have Austin finished off with his 
famed “scorpion deathlock.” It was then that Parker 
entered the ring and broke up the maneuver, leaving 


disqualification. 

OTHER BOUTS: World champion Ric Flair pinned 
Rick Steamboat with his feet on the ropes for leverage 
... World tag team champions Cactus Jack & Kevin 
Sullivan beat The Nasty Boys by disqualification in a 
non-title match ... Dustin Rhodes beat Bunkhouse 
Buck (managed by Parker) in a bullrope match when 
Parker's interference backfired ... Arn Anderson bat- 
iled Brian Pillman to a 15-minute draw. 


FROM THE WR 


JOHNSON CITY, TN 
BY RON DONNELLY 


TONY ANTHONY 
vs. 
CHRIS CANDIDO 


Anthony was supposed to defend his Smoky 
Mountain championship against Jake Roberts in a cage 
match, but “The Snake” never showed up. 
Consequently, the fans at freedom Hall were asked to 
pick a replacement, and they chose Candido. The “Dirty 
White Boy” took command early on, with Candido 
occasionally trying to get out of the cage. He rallied, 
attempted a splash off the top of the cage, but failed 
when Anthony rolled out of the way. Brian Lee handed 
a loaded glove to Candido, but Anthony evaded the 
punch and nailed his rival with a chain and got the pin. 
Lee and Candido began arguing, with Tammy Fytch 
preventing them from coming fo blows. 

OTHER BOUTS: Tracey Smothers beat Bruiser 
Bedlam in a dockfight match ... SMW tag team cham- 
pions Brian Lee & Chris Candido defeated Scott & Steve 
Armstrong ... The Thrillseekers beat Well Dunn ... 
Anthony Michaels pinned Steve Skyfire. 


ESTLING CAPITALS | 


YONKERS, NY 
BY BLAINE POMEROY 


vs. 
TERRY FUNK 


Eastern Championship Wrestling made its 
Westchester County debut at the Yonkers Raceway 
Arena, and the highlight of the card was the continua- 
tion of Sabu’s incredible rivalry with Funk. The 50- 
year-old Texan DDT'd Sabu onto the cement floor, but 
Sabu rallied. He leaped off o chair and kicked Funk, 
who was standing at the top turnbuckle. Later, both 
spilled out of the ring, and the press table collapsed 
when Funk piledrived Sabu onto if. Again Sabu rallied, 
reversed a piledrive attempt, and earned the pin. 

OTHER BOUTS: ECW tag team champions Public 
Enemy defeated The Bruise Brothers ... Tommy 
Dreamer beat ECW heavyweight champion Shane 
Douglas by disqualification ... Tasmaniac pinned Pit 
Bull Psycho Mike ... Tommy Cairo pinned The 
Sandman... ECW TV champion Mikey Whipwreck beat 
911 (managed by Paul E. Dangerously) by DQ ... 
Bodyquard for Hire pinned Damian Stone. 
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FAYETTEVILLE, NC 
BY TARA KIMREY 


RAZOR RAMON 
VS. 
THE BARBARIAN 


This match was supposed to have pitted Ramon 
against his arch-rival, Diesel, but the Intercontinental 
champion was sidelined with a groin injury and was 
replaced by The Barbarian. While the crowd of 1,500 at 
the Cumberland County Arena was disappointed, 
Barbarian did reasonably well as a fill-in. He even 
threw Ramon outside the ring, bodyslammed him, and 
later put him in a bearhug for nearly five minutes. 
Ramon escaped the hold and brawled for several min- 
utes before finally pinning Barbarian with on inside 
cradle, 

OTHER BOUTS: WWF World tag team champions 
The Headshrinkers defeated The Quebecers ... Mabel 
(with Oscar) beat Lanny Poffo (substituting for Bam 
Bam Bigelow) ... The Smokin’ Gunns defeated The 
Executioners ... Duke “The Dumpster” Droese beat 
Adam Bomb ... Nikolai Volkoff defeated Sparky 
Plugg, using the ropes for leverage. 


ALBUQUERQUE, NM 
BY Jim WOLF 


LORD STEVEN REGAL 
VS. 
JOHNNY B. BADD 


Regal’s WCW TV title was not on the line here, but 
one would never have known it from the British star’s 
aggressiveness. Regal dominated the action in this 
match at the Tingley Coliseum, and apparently posted a 
pin. However, Regal’s feet were on the ropes, and 
Badd successfully protested to have the match restart- 
ed. Once it did, Johnny B. was in command all the way, 
quickly rolling up Lord Steven for a small package and 
three-count at the 13-minute mark. 

OTHER BOUTS: Sting (wearing o patch over his 
right eye) pinned U.S. champion Steve Austin in a non- 
title match ... Dustin Rhodes & Arn Anderson beat 
Bunkhouse Buck & Amarillo Slim (with Col. Robert 
Parker) when Rhodes pinned Slim ... Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell & The Patriot defeated Paul 
Orndorff & Paul Roma when Patriot pinned Roma ... 
The Guardian Angel pinned Ron Simmons ... Brian 
Pillman pinned Diamond Dallas Page. 


Speaking 


Harder than nails, 
veteran wrestling 
reporter Matt Brock 
has logged more 
miles covering 
wrestling than any 
other journalist. 
Every month Matt will 
travel to the sport's 
hotbeds, reporting 
everything he sees 
without fear or favor 


: ulk Hogan was cheered 
a and Ric Flair was booed 
at WCW’s Bash at the 
Beach, but | think Dave 
Rosenbaum, who lives in 
Florida and ought to 
know, solved this mys- 
tery. Orlando isn’t nec- 
essarily WCW territo- 
ry, even if it's below 
the Mason-Dixon line. 
It's a neutral site. The 
WWF holds cards 
here at the Orlando 
Arena; so does WCW. 
Since there are as many 
displaced Northerners in 
Orlando as native South- 
erners, it was no surprise 
that Hogan was the crowd favorite 
here. Rosenbaum was right about 
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VINCE McMAHON 


this, too: Let’s see what happens 
when action moves to the Carolinas 
or Georgia, rock-solid Flair country. 
Then Hogan will have to deal with 
something he hasn’t seen since his 
Fred Blassie days: a crowd that 
hates him. As for Bash at the 
Beach, Hogan looked anything but 
rusty and wrestled the best match 
of his career. Flair wasn’t sharp and 
| think having Sherri Martel at ring- 
side was a mistake. Too much of a 
distraction. Instead of counting on 
his ability, Flair counted on Sherri to 
get him by, and he never focused 
completely on the match. Now he’s 
an ex-champ, and anyone'll tell you 
that’s when Flair’s at his best. My 
guess is that Hogan and Flair will 
be trading the title for a while and all 
other contenders will have to take a 


backseat. A suggestion for Hogan: 
Wrestle on an arena card one day, 
big man. Maybe then your peers 
will respect you. 


ou’d think a federal 
prosecutor would 
have better things to 


do with his time and the tax- 
payers’ money than go after 
a wrestling promoter whose 
only alleged crime was dis- 
tributing a drug that many 
people think shouldn’t even 
be illegal. Well, you’d be 
wrong, and I’d be wrong, 
and the whole damn world 
would be wrong. With all the 
real drug dealers, murder- 
ers, and rapists out on the 
streets—and in our government— 
the Vince McMahon trial was a 
complete waste of time and money 
and another embarrassment for the 
federal prosecutor’s office, which 
went to great expense to nail 
McMahon and missed by a wide 
margin. Rumor has it that the only 
reason the jury took as long as it did 
to come back with a not guilty ver- 
dict was that they were busy watch- 
ing the tape of WrestleMania X. All 
the government had to show for 
itself was a biased witness who had 
already received all kinds of favors 
and had no incentive but to tell 
whatever truth fit him. Two of the 
three counts against McMahon 
were thrown out midway through 
the trial; the other was a sham. 
Good job, Fed. Meanwhile, the 
wrestling bashers in the main- 
stream media who were dying to 
see McMahon strung up and hung 
went home complaining about how 
good ol’ Vince slipped out of anoth- 
er tight situation. Wrong. McMah- 
on’s only crimes are against the 
sport of wrestling. Unfortunately, 
people don’t go to jail for that. 


inning isn’t necessarily 
winning when the reward 
is a shot at USWA heavy- 


weight champ Sid Vicious. Big Sid’s 
on a roll these days and the only 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


thing that can stop him now is a 
reunion with Harvey Wippleman. 
Jeff Gaylord won.a 10-man tag 
team elimination match and got a 
shot at Vicious the same night. Sid 
won easily, pinning the for- 
mer champion. Sid looks 
good, well-rested and re- 
freshed, but I’m waiting to 
see how he performs after a 
few months in the fold and 
when the pressure builds 
up. Jerry Lawler’s in this 
federation, too, you know, 
and Lawler’s never settled 
for being anything less than 
the number-one star in 
Memphis. He won't settle 
now. This puts Sid into a sit- 
uation where he should beat 
Lawler, because he’s bigger and 
stronger, but might not because 
Lawler’s smarter and 
more experienced. In 
any case, we'll know 
all we need to know 
about Vicious in a few 
months. If he loses to 
Lawler, then he’s 
failed another test. If 
he beats Lawler, he’s 
proven himself all 
over again. Never 
underestimate the 
meaning of beating 
Lawler in Memphis. 


ever cease to 
be amazed 
when American 


wrestlers come over 
here and beat Japan’s 
best on their own soil. 
It doesn’t happen too 
often, but when it 
does, it’s notable, and 
when it does, Steve 
“Dr. Death” Williams is 
usually doing the 
beating. Doc did it 
again here, beating 
Mitsuharu Misawa for 
the All-Japan Internat- 
ional, All-Japan United 
National, and Pacific 
Wrestling Federation 


titles. They're known collectively as 
the Triple Crown, and the list of pre- 
vious winners includes Jumbo 
Tsuruta, Stan Hansen, Genichiro 
Tenryu, Terry Gordy, and Misawa. 
That’s quite an impressive 
list and Doc’s now in 
impressive company. You 
wouldn’t have known it 
afterward, though. Doc's all 
business, and he didn’t 
even crack a smile in the 
dressing room. “No sur- 
prise,” he said. “I always 
expect to win.” For those 
who care about these 
things, Williams deserves a 
place in the Wrestling Hall 
of Fame when his career is 
over. The way he’s going, 
that might not occur for quite some 
time. O 


TOKYO, JAPAN 


SID VICIOUS 


Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 
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By Eddie Eliner 


OLICE REPORT: AT 17:30 
p::. a fight broke out at 213 

Drevin Rd., Newcastle. Mrs. 
Ethan Rotten called the police at 
11:45. Officers Miller and Williams 
arrived on the scene at 12:04. 
Officer Miller attempted to restrain 
Mr. Axl Rotten, defendant, from 
further punching Ethan Rotten, the 
defendant's father, by clubbing Axl 
over his head with his nightstick. 
When Ax! failed to succumb to the 
repeated blows, Officer Williams 
used his taser gun, on full stun, to 
finally subdue him. Officers pro- 
‘ceeded upstairs, where they found 
lan Rotten slapping his mother 
over late payment of money 
defendant said was owed to him. 
Both brothers were arrested and 
released two days later when par- 
ents refused to press charges. 

That, really, is all you need to 
know about ECW tag team Bad 
Breed. 

They beat up their mother 
because she couldn’t repay a 
debt. When their father tried to 
intervene, they beat him up, too. 
Ax\| and Jan Rotten are the neigh- 
borhood bullies from hell. 

“We weren't that 
bad,” smiles lan 
through crooked 
teeth. “We didn’t 
bury cats in the 
ground and run 
them over with lawn- 
mowers, or put 
dogs in dryers like 
other bullies.” 

“No we didn’t. 
We like animals,” 
smiles Axl. “We did that to the 
neighborhood kids.” 

You get the feeling that at any 
moment one of the two might lash 
out with a backhand, just to hear 
the sound of lacerated flesh. Terry 
Funk had that feeling, too. That's 
why he hired the Rottens as his 
ECW bodyguards. 

*Y’all know how long I’ve been 
around,” Funk says, “and | thought 


(< 


Se eee 


I'd seen it all at least twice. But 
these boys, Axl and lan, are from 
another dimension in time. 
They’re like videogame bandits, 
ones that'll cut your head off and 
drink your blood.” 

It got so Funk was frightened to 
be alone with his own body- 
guards. 

“lm telling you it’s true,” he 
agreed. “We'd be playing cards in 


lan and Axi are Roiten to the 
core-—and proud of If. This fag team, 
known as Bad Breed, regularly 
proves lis mettie to bloodthirsty ECW 
fans through sheer toughness 


a hotel and | got the creepy feel- 
ing they'd just as soon use my 
head for a soccer ball. | was pay- 
ing them good money, but the 
only peace of mind | got was 
when we were in the ring. When 
things’ got boring on the road, they 
wanted to fight. It’s in their blood.” 

Things were always boring for 
Axl and lan growing up in lower- 
class slums of Newcastle, Eng- 


@ a 
For ECW tag teams, here’s a 
close encounter of the worst 
kind: Axl Rotten clotheslining 
Rockin’ Rebel during a recent 
card in Philadelphia. This is real- 
ly in-your-face wrestling! 


land, where frustration, unemploy- 
ment, and depression were con- 
stant atmospheric conditions. 
“Very few people worked where 
we come from,” Axl remembers. 
“We always got work as bouncers, 
so we always had a few bucks in 
our pockets. But there was no 
hope. Everyone fought every 
night. It was a way 
of life. There were 
neo-Nazis, punk 
gangs, every sort 
of violence you 
could want could 
be had in our home- 
town. And we were 
the baddest kids in 
the land. Everyone 
was scared of us, 
but everyone also 
wanted us dead. If we didn’t get into 
wrestling, | swear we'd be on death 
row!” 

lan has a different memory. 
“Those were the good ol’ days,” 
he laughs. “You could walk into a 
pub and without a word smash 
some bloke over the head with a 
beer stein. | remember smiling a 
lot in those days. | remember | 
hung one kid who owed me 


The Bad Breed tag team simply 
enjoys seeing an opponent suffer. 


Here it’s lan’s turn, as he leaps 
onto an outclassed Hack Meyer. 


other. I’m standing there in my suit 
and suddenly | feel like I’m gonna 
be mugged by a couple of punks.” 

Fortunately for Duncum, three 
armed stadium security guards 
drove by. “If they didn’t come, I'd 
be in the hospital,” he insists. “I’m 
sure of it.” 

“Duncum’s just a big crybaby,” 
Axl said. “We wouldn’t have 
roughed him up too bad.” 

While the Rottens are best 
known for their ECW appearances 
of late, they were briefly in the 
USWA between ECW stints. 
“Memphis was too placid for us,” 
lan stated. “We wanted to get 


i back in Philadelphia, where we 


money to the landing gear of a 
727. Never knew what happened 
to him. They were rich old times. 
People thought | was pretty 
funny.” 

Don’t ask Bobby Duncum Jr. 
about lan’s sense of humor. 
Duncum and his partner, John 
Hawk, were beaten silly by Bad 
Breed for the Global tag team title. 
The belts weren't enough for the 
Rotten boys. After the match, lan 
and Axl waited for Duncum in the 
Sportatorium parking lot. 

“They said they didn’t like the 
way | wrestled,” Duncum recalls. 
“lan wanted to stretch my mouth 
from one side of my head to the 


Bad Breed has had some frantic 
matches with Public Enemy, a team 
that in some ways is its American § 
counterpart. Ax!l’s brawl with Johnny gs 
Grunge could not be confined to the * 
ring. 
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Bad Breed is not beneath using for- 
eign objects to achieve its means. 
Against Shane Douglas, lan opts for 
the kind that is difficult to conceal 
from the referee. 


up beating the crap out of each 
one of them.” The Bad Breed’s 
reputation may inhibit big-name 
management. 

“I'd love to get a hold of those 
boys,” said Jim Cornette. “There’s 
more raw material there than in a 
South African diamond mine. But | 
don’t think they’re manageable. 
They needed a stronger maternal 
influence growing up, like | had. 
Right now | wouldn’t take a 
chance.” 

“What a wonker,” lan said. “Let 
me get my hands on him and I'll 
give his mommy something to cry 
about.” O 


Wrestling in ECW is tough and vio- 
lent, but compared to the Rottens’ 
earlier lives in downtrodden New- 
castle, England, it’s heavenly. Ax]! 
clearly enjoys his status as he man- 
handles Meyer. 


could feed on the hostility. That’s 
a wrestling atmosphere!” 

With one title on the mantle and 
promoters clamoring for their ser- 
vices, shouldn’t Bad Breed get 
themselves a manager who can 
move them into a major federa- 
tion? 

“We're looking around all the 
time,” Axl says. “The shysters out 
there get on our nerves. We've 
had three interviews and ended 
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By Eddie Eliner 


INCE HULK HOGAN’S de- 
fection to WCW. it seems 


everyone has an opinion on 
how to boos? far interesi in the 
WWE. Ideas range from the rea- 
sonabie (lure Big Van Vader and 
Siing into the federation) to the 
bizarre (kidnap Jane Fonda and 
make ner Ted DiBiase’s valet). 

None seems more ludicrous 
than the rumor that has newcomer 
Sparky Plugg getting a series of 
title shots—a rumor, according to 
one high-placed source, that is 
being seriously considered. 

“Plugg has the highest Q-rating 
of any WWF newcomer in years,” 
said the source, referring to Plugg’s 
marketing recognition factor and 
growing popularity. “Since Bret Hart 
takes on al! challengers, the think- 
ing is that a Plugg-Hart title series 
would galvanize wrestling fans. The 
crossover between auto racing and 
pro wrestling is already substantial. 
Promoters feel they can tap into 
Plugg’s demographic and sell thou- 
sands more seats if he’s wrestling 
for a title.” 

But is the newcomer ready? 
Plugg shows extraordinary skills for 
someone of his relative inexperi- 
ence. A recent match against 
Kwang the Ninja highlighted his 
strengths and weaknesses. While 
committing several rookie mistakes 
that a veteran champion like Hart 
would have pounced upon, Plugg 
showed dogged versatility and 
relentless drive. He won the match 
and had fans screaming out of their 
seats. 

As with every promising rookie, 
one can’t help wondering how he 
could do against a better opponent. 
“It would be a major, devastat- 


ing mistake, daddy.” says Capi. 
Lou Albano. “!’ve seen thousands 
of wrestlers come and go and go 
and go, and maybe once a 
decade a rookie comes along 
who's title-ready, anc if you throw 
him into the pressure cooker of 
championship matches, even if he 
has the skills, he mighi crack and 
never realize his potential.” 

Albane notes Plugg has had 
matches against Bam Bam Big- 
elow and The Undertaker (proba- 
bly Ted DiBiase’s ersatz ver- 
sion)—and lost them all. “If Plugg 
wants a title shot, daddy, let him 
beat a contender first. Hey, you 
don’t go from rookie league to 
Yankee Stadium overnight. Just 
ask Michael Jordan.” 

Tires Lanigan, one of Plugg’s 
stock-car colleagues, scoffs at the 
notion of Plugg unable to with- 
stand pressure. 

“Let me say one thing off the 


has yet to cross 
the checkered flag 
into serious WWF 
title contention. — 
Even so, a strange 
combination of 
factors may put 
him in the driver's 
seat for a match 
against World 
champion Bret _ 


Sparky Plugg, one of the WWF’s 
newcomers, controls Jeff Jarrett. 
Plugg has built a steady following © 
over the past few months. Some “== | 
claim his popularity may get him a} 
shot at the World title despite his 
relative inexperience. 


Plugg has shown 
himself to be a 
fine wrestler, but 
he is at least a 
year away from 
deserving—or 
surviving—a title 
match against 
Bret Hart.” 
“There’s panic 
in the federation,” 
said former WWF 
analyst Jesse 
Ventura. “Putting 


Plugg’s shown his athletic ability as | 
a race-car driver. Here he makes it | 
evident to wrestling fans by drop-| 
ping onto Duane Gill at a WWF TV | 
taping. | 


top,” said Lanigan. “Without ever 
seeing Sparky Plugg wrestle, | 
know he could fight for the cham- 
pionship right now. | have seen 
him in bar brawls and track skir- 
mishes, so | know he’s got the 
physical tools. But I’ve also seen 
him cut inside the leader on a hot 
curve at 190 miles per hour with- 
out breaking a sweat. 

“That boy has ice blood in his 
veins and a computer between his 
ears. He’s the toughest competitor 
I’ve ever known. If he puts his 
mind into wrestling, we’ll drop the 
flag half-mast at the practice oval, 
‘cause racing would lose one of its 
finest athletes.” 

Splitting time between the ring 
and the racetrack made it impossi- 
ble to pin Plugg down for com- 
ment. “He’s always on the run,” 
said a WWF official. 

But most of wrestling’s cogno- 
scenti disagree with Lanigan’s 
analysis. 

“| don’t think Lanigan would 
send a rookie into the Daytona 
500,” said Thomas Pilliard. “Yes, 


a green autohound into a 
wrestling ring for the world cham- 
pionship is a bad idea. Can’t they 
come up with anything better?” 

It's not just a question of ethics 
and timing. It may be a violation of 
law, according to Angelo Wise- 
man, legal counsel for many pro- 
fessional athletes. 

“If Plugg got a title shot, the 
federation would be hit by 15 law- 
suits [not coincidentally, the num- 
ber of WWF wrestlers rated ahead 
of Plugg]. You can’t just hand out 


Plugg has held his own against a 
respected veteran like Jeff 
Jarrett. However, some doubt he 
is worthy of a shot at WWF World 
champion Bret Hart. 


title matches like cotton candy. 
There’s a rating system and a 
merit system and contracts that 
guarantee the top wrestlers their 
rightful title shots.” 

Which may be the problem in 
the first place. The WWE needs to 
shake up its talent pool, and there 
is no better place to start than 
from the bottom up. Giving Plugg 
or another promising newcomer a 
chance at the World title may be 
just the thing needed to help spark 
(pun intended) fan interest. 

A title lottery is another reason- 
able suggestion. Why not let Hart, 
the man who faces all comers, 
pick a name out of a hat once a 
month? Whomever is selected 
gets one crack at the crown. It 
was exactly that type of lottery 
that gave Ron Simmons a shot 
against Big Van Vader in Balt- 
imore in August 1992—and a 
WCW World title victory. 

“| still think Plugg should get a 
shot,” insists Lanigan, adding 
what the WWF wants most to 
hear, “because he’s exciting and 


genuine and people will pay to 
see him try.” 
That may be enough. O 


According to veteran manager 
Capt. Lou Albano, Plugg (shown 
flipping Gill) isn’t yet ready for a 
title shot, and says it could hurt 
him in the long run. 


Many in the WWF would love to 
see Plugg capture a title, believ- 
ing his popularity would boost 
the federation’s popularity 
among racing fans. Yet some 
argue it would anger several 
higher-ranked contenders. 
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the most sensational victory ever 
by any wrestler. In his first match 
in WCW—the federation Flair has 
made his own over much of the 
past 15 yearse—Hogan pinned 
Flair cleanly in the middle of the 
ring. Even more remarkable, 
Hogan did so after Sherri Martel 
blatantly interfered several times 
on Flair’s behalf. 

The victory, at 21:53, gave 
Hogan his sixth world title, his first 
in WCW. And it made for a sce- 
nario that would have been 
unthinkable a few years ago: 

Hogan is the king of WCW, Flair 
is his pawn. 

Flair’s arrogance was squashed 
by Hogan’s confidence and persis- 
tence. Fueled by the power of his 
“Hulkamaniacs’—yes, they’re 
even in WCW now—Hogan took 
us back to the mid-1980s, when 


his mere presence was enough to 
fill buildings and excite fans. 

“Everything that was old is new 
again, brother!” Hogan exclaimed 
afterward, putting his win in perfect 
perspective. “‘Hulkamania’s’ run- 
ning more powerfully than it’s ever 
been!” 

And Flair is stalling, gagging on 
the fumes the “Hulkamania” band- 
wagon left behind as it sped into 
the Florida sun. Flair’s loss was his 
worst nightmare, a public flogging. 


Welcome to WCW “Hulkamania,” 
brother: Hulk Hogan prepares to 
send Ric Flair into the turnbuckle 
as a capacity crowd looks on. 
Hogan won the World title in his 


federation debut. 


“What has to concern Flair the 
most is that Hogan beat him so 
cleanly despite all that happened 
in the match,” said WCW’s colorful 
commentator Jesse Ventura. 
“Ric’s going to have to get over 
that. But | have no doubt that he 
will, because Ric has overcome 
worse situations. The trick now for 
Hogan is to not get too relaxed.” 

Hogan relax? That's unlikely. 
But what could hurt Hogan is that 
he plans on maintaining a light 
title-defense schedule, and. could 
appear only on pay-per-views and 
Clash of the Champions cards. 
Flair has already called on WCW 
Officials to enforce the 30-day title- 
defense clause in anticipation that 
Hogan won't be a working champi- 
on. 

Flair, however, has his pride, 
and it’s unlikely he wants to get 
back the title because of an admin- 
istrative decision. He wants to pin 
Hogan, just like Hogan pinned him. 

“It will happen,” Flair asserted. 
“Nobody's ever pinned me twice in 


Flair tried to take the initiative in 

the bout, but neither Fiair’s intelli- 

gence nor Sherri Martel’s interfer- 

| ence could prevent Hogan from cap- 
= turing his sixth world title. 


Flair pleads for mercy, but Hogan 
will have none of it. While these 
veteran stars had met several 
times in the WWF, none of those 
matches had the exposure or sig- 
nificance of this Bash at the 


Beach pay-per-view. 


a row, and it’s not going to happen 
now. Let’s see how Hogan handles 
it when the heat’s really on. Now 
he has to defend the title.” 

The encore is important. Before 
getting too impressed over Hogan 
beating Flair in the “Nature Boy’s” 
federation, realize that Orlando 
isn't necessarily WCW territory. 
Sure, it was a WCW card, but the 
WWF has an equal stake to 
Orlando and most of Florida. After 
all, many Floridians are originally 
from the Northeast, where the 
WWF reigns supreme. In many 
ways, Orlando is home turf for 
Hogan. 

It would have been another 
story had Hogan beat Flair in 
Atlanta or the Carolinas. That 
would have been like the gladiator 
beating the lion in the jungle 
instead of the Roman Coliseum. 

Indeed, except for pockets of 
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Orlando Arena belonged to Hogan. 
An eardrum-shattering roar filled 
the building when Hogan made his 
entrance, and got even louder 
after he won the title. Flair was 
booed. Sherri was chastised. 
Hogan crashed Flair’s party and 
started one of his own. 

It wouldn’t be that way at 
Charlotte Coliseum or The Omni. 
Those places belong to Flair. And, 
according to a recent Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated survey, WCW 
remains Flair country. 

“lll admit, the crowd caught me 
a little off-guard, but I’m not making 
any excuses,” Flair said. “Hogan, 
you had your night, but let’s see 
you do what nobody else could: 
Defend that belt when Ric Flair’s in 
the building. Your biggest problem 
is that this time, I’m not leaving 
town.” 

Flair’s biggest problem is that he 
hasn’t proven to anyone that he 
can beat Hogan, even with Sherri’s 
almost constant interference. With 
4:25 gone in the Orlando bout, 


fans scattered here and there, 


Flair hid behind Sherti after getting 
booted out of the ring. Minutes 
later, she tried to hit Hogan with a 
chair. She pulled referee Randy 
Anderson out of the ring as he was 
counting an apparent pinfall by 
Hogan. She choked, punched, and 
kicked the “Hulkster.” 

And Flair still lost. Hogan was in 
paradise when the night ended. 
Flair was in the deepest depres- 
sion imaginable. 

And that spells trouble for “Slick” 
Ric. O 


Hogan took the battle to the 
“Nature Boy,” despite the involve- 
ment-of Sherri (prone on the 
mat), who wasn’t able to help her 
man Flair maintain his hold on 
the World title. 
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[Editor's note: Sidney M. Basil, 
Ph.D, is a noted sports psycholo- 
gist and frequent contributor and 
consultant to INSIDE WRESTLING and 
its sister publications. His work has 
appeared in some of the finest psy- 
chological journals in the world and 
he is often called upon to privately 
counsel professional athletes. 

In a recent thesis, Dr. Basil wrote 
that he prefers studying profession- 
al wrestlers “because of the unique 
situations they find themselves in, 
the various economic strata of the 
athletes themselves, and the 
unique interplay between partici- 
pant and observer. In addition, | 
know of no other sport in which 
there are so many second- and 
third-generation participants and 
brother-brother situations.” 

With that final comment in mind, 
we asked Dr. Basil to analyze the 
incredible feud between WWF 
World champion Bret Hart and his 
brother Owen Hart. We weren't 
surprised when Dr. Basil informed 
us he already had a lengthy file on 
the War Between the Harts.] 


How did Bret and Gwen Hart come to have such an intense feud? 
Psychologist Dr. Sidney M. Basil contends such sibling rivalry could 
have easily been predicted given the brothers’ birth order. 


By Dr. Sidney M. Basil 

LTHOUGH ADMITTEDLY THE 
{\ intensity of the battle is star- 

tling, very few parents or 
siblings can be completely sur- 
prised by the current WWF feud 
between Bret Hart and his 
younger brother, Owen. 

To those not familiar with the 
workings of psychology, this 
unfortunate feud seems like a sim- 
ple matter of jealousy directed by 
one sibling toward the other. Of 
course, sibling rivalry is as mucha 
part of the human condition as, 
say, aging or disease. 

But this is not simply a matter 
of jealousy. In order for us to 
accurately analyze the Hart feud, 
we must understand something 
referred to in psychoanalysis as 
“The Middle Child Syndrome.” 

Actually, it is one of the more 
easily understood elements of 
psychology. For our example, let’s 
examine the three children of a 
traditional mother and father. 

In most cases, the oldest child 
is the most responsible and most 


caring. He sees himself as the 
overseer of the family and, at 
times, the one responsible for 
keeping it together in times of cri- 
sis. And, of course, throughout 
history, the first-born has been 
seen as the “most valuable” child. 
The first born in a royal family, of 
course, becomes the King or 
Queen, 

The youngest child is often 
referred to by his parents as “the 
baby,” and in many cases the 
baby remains a baby long after he 
reaches adulthood. Often, he’s the 
least responsible. He’s used to 
having everything his way 
because he has never had to fight 
with a younger sibling for his par- 
ents’ attention. Some people feel 
that the most interesting—and 
potentially most explosive—adult 
relationships occur when the man 
and ithe woman are both youngest 
siblings. 

As you can see, this puts the 
middle child in a most unusual sit- 
uation. He is neither the honored 
first-born nor the baby. Actually, 


Here’s a Hart family portrait 
circa 1974 (above). Note Owen is 
standing next to father Stu Hart, 
immediately underneath Bret. 
About this time, Bret won a 
provincial high school title in his 
native Alberta (right). 
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he was the baby for a while, until 
the third child came along. Then 
he was given a natural rival for his 
parents’ attention. 

And he will always fight for that 
attention. It has been said that the 
middle child, while often the most 
distant from his parents and fami- 
ly, is also the hardest-working. 
Things were never handed to him 
on the proverbial silver platter. 

Now let’s apply these theories 
to the Hart family. Bret was the 
seventh of eight children. For six 
years, he was the baby. But then 
Helen Hart gave birth to Owen, 
and Bret was put into a pseudo- 


middle child situation, along with 
Bruce, Keith, Wayne, and Ellie. 
This is where Bret got his work 
ethic. In a family of eight children, 
a middle boy has to work hard to 
get attention. Bret developed a 
tremendous sense of responsibili- 
ty, which eventually helped him 
become WWF World champion. 
Then there’s Owen, the baby. 
He’s still the baby, even now at 29 
years of age. He was born into a 
favored position in the Hart family. 
Stu and Helen Hart have often 
remarked that “Owen made us 
young again.” That’s a common 
remark from parents about their 


youngest child. 

Owen is used to being the cen- 
ter of attention and having every- 
thing handed to him. And that’s 
why his professional wrestling 
career posed a problem he didn’t 
know how to deal with. 

You see, Owen is not used to 
dealing with adversity. He expects 
everything to turn out right. Of 
course, he was given tremendous 
athletic ability. Unfortunately, he 
has never been a hard worker. 

To Owen, it is simply unaccept- 
able that Bret—a middle child— 
became one of the most famous 
wrestlers in the world and the 
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Bruce Hart had some success as 
a wrestler, teaming with Owen in 
1986 in Canada (below). It’s note- 
worthy to remember, since Bruce 
has taken Bret’s side in this 


recent feud. Will he soon be even 
more involved in the Owen-Bret 
dispute? Dr. Basil is oddly silent 
on the point. 


St 


According to Dr. Basil, Bret 
caused the family dispute by 
agreeing to fight his younger 
brother. Had he declined, the 
feud might have been defused 
rather than intensified. 
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WWF World champion while he— 
the favored baby—went pretty 
much ignored by the outside 
world. It’s the complete opposite 
of the situation Owen was accus- 
tomed to in his family. 

So Owen whined and cried. 
Instead of working for a shot at 
Bret, instead of earning the re- 
spect he felt deprived of, Owen 
did what any “baby” would do: He 
took the shortcut. 

And Bret, instead of being a 
strong brother figure, gave in to 
his whining. The War Between the 
Harts never would have happened 
if Bret stood firm and refused to 
fight his brother. That's why it’s all 
his fault. 

In psychology, we often say 
that the abuser is impotent without 
the enabler. Bret is the enabler. 
He let Owen get his way. O 
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DONN E. 
ALLEN 


“1M SO PROUD TO BE LAST IN THE ‘PWI 500’”. 


Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 


= HE MAN RATED last in 
Pro Wrestling Ilustrated’s 
annual survey of the top 500 
wrestlers could react in one of two 
ways. He could go off the deep 
end and criticize those who gave 
him such a lowly status. Or he 
could be grateful to be ranked at 
all. 

Fortunately for our sister maga- 
zine, “Devious” Donn E. Allen 
prefers to see his glass as half- 
full, not half-empty. He is delight- 
ed to hold the anchor position on 
such a prestigious list. 

And why not? The wiry Allen 
competes in Philadelphia-based 
Eastern Championship Wrestling. 
He rarely wins there, and in his 
losses he’s regularly pummeled 
by some of ECW’s toughest stars. 
How did he make the list, then? 

“| marvel at the punishment he 
takes against such tough competi- 
tion,” said Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
“That he continues to wrestle after 
all he’s been through testifies to 
his guts and determination. There 
really isn’t much difference 
between him and [former ECW TV 


champion] Mikey Whipwreck, : 


except Mikey got that one big 
break and lived off it for months. If 
Whipwreck’s ranked, and he is, | 
felt Donn E. deserved similar 
treatment.” 

Allen found out he had made 
the list after he was summoned to 
INSIDE WRESTLING’S Offices in 
Ambler, Pennsylvania, for a photo 


Here’s a typical shot of Donn E. 
Allen, getting throttled by Viad- 
imir Koloff in 1993. Allen keeps 
taking his licks against ECW’s tal- 
ented roster, and that helped him 
gain the anchor spot in this year’s 
“PWi 500.” 


shoot. He was delighted to get the 
news, and then sat down for a 
brief interview with Managing 
Editor V.J. Paterno. 


Q: What does being ranked num- 
ber 500 mean to you? 

A: Plenty. I’m so proud to be 
last in the “PW 500”! | mean it, 
too! You think of all the great 
wrestlers that appear on that 
list from the U.S., Canada, 
Japan, Mexico ... just being 


here is a real honor that no 
one will ever be able to take 
away from me. To think I have 
something in common with 
Sabu, Bret Hart, Ric Flair, and 
Jushin Liger. Wow! 

Q: You're aware that last year’s 
number 500, The Garbage Man, 
parlayed that recognition into a 
WWF contract as Duke “The 
Dumpster’ Droese. Are you hop- 
ing this can be your personal 
springboard? A lot of wrestlers— 
many with better reputations 
than you—wanted us to place 
them at number 500. 

A: | just hope it helps me win 
some matches! It can’t hurt me 
psychologically to have an 
opponent realize he’s facing a 
ranked wrestler. Whether this 
leads to a spot with the so- 
called majors, | don’t know. | 
think ECW is as tough as any 
federation, and I’m very happy 
here. 

Q: Despite all the punishment 
you take? 

A: Sure. | love wrestling and 
the sense of accomplishment 
it gives me, especially every 
time | leave the ring under my 
own power. 

Q: The track record for guys 
ranked 500th the past few years 
has been pretty good. 

A: | know. But I can act better 
than Zeus, lift more trash than 
Garbage Man, and since | 
wrestle in ECW, I’m definitely 


“Wrestling ina 
federation like ECW 
teaches you to 
exceed your 
limitations just to 
survive. Here, I’m in 
handicap matches 
even when it’s 
one-on-one.” 


crazier than Morgus [the 
Maniac]. 

Q: How’d you get involved in 
wrestling? 

A: I’ve loved it for years. As a 
kid, my friends even called me 
“Lou Albino” for my pale skin! 
My ring idols were Jack Brisco 
and Billy Robinson. | was 
good friends with Rockin’ 
Rebel, and he brought me 
down to a card one night, then 
beat the hell out of me for 
about two hours. He wanted to 
see if | was serious. | came 
back the next week for more, 
like an idiot. (laughs) Am | 
masochistic, or what? 

Q: If you liked wrestling so much 
and wanted to avoid much of the 
punishment, you could have 
managed. 

A: I’ve done that. In the old Tri- 
State Wrestling Alliance, me 
and Woman co-managed D.C. 
Drake. 


Q: Did you like working with 
Woman? 

A: Who wouldn’t? I’ve also 
managed Abdullah the But- 
cher for a few bouts, one 
against Bam Bam Bigelow! 
But all the while, | really want- 
ed to wrestle. When ECW 
formed in 1992, | sat on their 
doorstep waiting for the 
chance. They keep redeposit- 
ing me on that doorstep, but | 
get back in. A regular glutton 
for punishment, that’s me. 

Q: Who’s your toughest oppo- 
nent been? 

A: I’ve faced a lot of good 
ones: Road Warrior Hawk, 
Stan Hansen, the Koloffs, 
Mitsuhiro Matsunaga, Jimmy 
Snuka, Shane Douglas. It'd be 
hard to say. | will tell you this: 


Wrestling in a federation like 
ECW teaches you to exceed 
your limitations just to sur- 
vive. Here, I’m in handicap 
matches even when it’s one- 
on-one. 

Q: You’ve had your share of 
hurts. 

A: That’s right. A broken leg, 
broken ankle, broken ribs, a 
scratched cornea, and many, 
many concussions. I’ve had 
more injuries than the 1994 
Phillies! 

Q: It’s natural that many people 
see similarities between you and 
Mikey Whipwreck. Some people 
have said you both exhibit that 
deer-in-the-headlights look when 
you wrestle. 

A: lt’s a two-way street. Here 
I’ve been plugging away for 


Allen gets a lesson in toughness from Stan Hansen. While Allen has 
much to learn, he’s not much different than Mikey Whipwreck, who was 
ECW TV champ for months despite having little talent. 
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“I'd love to see 
everyone on the 
WWE and WCW 
rosters wrestle 
one match in ECW 
.. | bet many of 
them wouldn’t be 
able to cut it, and 
that includes many 
of their top guys.” 


five years, and this guy comes 
out of nowhere, with no visible 
talent, yet not only captures 
ECW’s TV title, but keeps it 
match after match after match. 
Oh, I'd like to get him in the 
ring! I'd show him a thing or 
two. (pauses) And yet, | can’t 
begrudge his success. | know 
the pain he puts up with. He’s 
worked hard for what he’s got. 
Q: You’ve taken part in: several 
ECW TV tapings, where you 
wrestle two or three matches 
over several hours. That's not an 
easy life. 

A: For me, those are the 
toughest cards. | do what | can 
against the competition, but 
they’re awfully good. Other- 
wise, they wouldn’t be in ECW. 
But you persevere, take your 
lumps, and promise to get 


back at them one day. And | 
will. 

Q: As a wrestler? 

A: If | have anything to do with 
it, yes. 

Q: ECW has been called the 
closest thing to anarchy in pro- 
fessional wrestling. How well do 
you get along with the fans? 

A: Sometimes they ride me, 
but they ride everyone! So they 
don’t bother me a bit, except 
when they call me “midget.” 

Q: Well, you are relatively small, 
at 5'10", 185 pounds. Don’t you 
wish ECW had a light heavy- 
weight title? 

A: It'd be nice to aim for, but 
since it doesn’t exist, why 
worry about it? Winning a 
belt—any kind of belt—would 
be a thrill, but capiuring a title 
isn’t why | wrestle. li’s because 
I love the sport and everything 
about it—the competition, the 
athleticism, the atmosphere. 
ECW fans like action and vio- 
lence—you know the slogan, 
“It’s not for everybody”—and 
they don’t let you slack off at 
all. 

Q: Here are the names of some 
ECW stars, and please give a 
brief comment on them. First, 
Sabu. 

A: The man is the most excit- 
ing wrestler I’ve ever seen. He 
does so much and is so 
skilled. Amazing. No one who 
calls himself a pro wrestling 
fan should pass him up. 

Q: Terry Funk. 

A: Incredible! He’s twice as old 
as | am and 10 times as 
rugged. The aging process 
apparently has no effect on 
him. 

Q: Shane Douglas. 

A: Doesn’t let anything faze 
him. Arrogant, but with that 
ability, he has every right to 
be. 

Q: Cactus Jack. 

A: You began to see the real 
Jack when he took on Sabu in 
June. Now that he won’t have 


to second-guess himself in the 
ring in order to avoid the wrath 
of the suits in WCW, his gen- 
uine nature will take hold. 

Q: It’s great watching cards at 
ECW Arena. There’s such an 
incredible atmosphere. 

A: It’s part of what makes us 
so tough. I'd love to see every- 
one on the WWF and WCW 
rosters wrestle one match in 
ECW, ’cause it’s so different 
than the plush coliseums 
they’re used to competing in. | 
bet many of them wouldn’t be 
able to cut it, and that includes 
many of their top guys: 

Q: How good a wrestler do you 
think you can become? 

A: Pll keep on pushing, and . 
one day I'll knock the door 
down. I’m continuing to 
improve, though it may not be 
evident in my won-lost record. 
I'm aiming to rise a lot higher 
in next year’s “PW/500”! 

Q: How much higher? 

A: Oh, to about number 480 or 


so. 


sea 


Allen no doubt would agree that 
Don Muraco is “magnificent” after 
the former WWF star lifts him high 
in the air. Nevertheless, Allen 
loves wrestling despite the pun- 
ishment he regularly receives. 


WCW FINALLY 
GOT 


By Andy Rodriguez 


O MORE CHOICES, Cactus 
Ne thought. After Paul 
Orndorff and Paul Rama 
captured the WCW World tag 
team title from Cactus and Kevin 
Sullivan at Bash at the Beach, 
Jack didn’t feel he had any other 
choice but to leave World Cham- 
pionship Wrestling. 
“Hey, I’m no genius, but it's 
pretty obvious even to me that !’m 


Cactus Jack has left 
WCW. Hes ticked off 
because he thinks 
fried to force his 
theres no conclusive 


evidence of a 
conspiracy, many 
WCW officials are 

see him go 


not welcome around here any- 
more,” said the gap-toothed grap- 
pler. “They were glad to see me 
lose the title, and they're glad io 
see me go. Hey, they got their 
wish! I’m outta here! Adios, ami- 
gos! That's all she wrote, pal!” 

For months, Jack had been 
picking up vibes that the federa- 
tion’s top officials were becoming 
increasingly dismayed by his reck- 
less ring style. They felt he was 
the main instigator in fostering an 
atmosphere of violence that defi- 
nitely was not welcome. 
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Cactus Jack tried to torture Paul Orndorff all he could at Bash at the 
)Beach, but it didn’t keep Jack and Kevin Sullivan from losing the WCW 
World tag team belts to Orndorff and Paul Roma. Not long thereafter, 


-Jdack decided to leave WCW. 


“Jack is a magnet for trouble,” 
said a WCW vice-president. 

When WCW conducted a Slam- 
boree telephone poll asking fans 
whether Cactus should be banned, 
Jack became more convinced of 
the federation’s intentions. 

“They say they were just filling 
airtime,” he scoffed. “Yeah, right. 


C’mon, they were looking for an 
excuse to show me the door. 
Turns out most of the fans wanted 
me to stay.” 

Jack is right. In fact, 93.3 per- 
cent of the respondents to that 
poll voted to keep Cactus in WCW. 
That figure, by the way, was pro- 
vided by WCW officials. 


Sullivan is upset that the injured 
Jack was forced to take part in 
Bash at the Beach, though past 
WCW tag team champions have 
been allowed to substitute for an 
ailing competitor. He called the 
decision “completely unfair.” 


For Jack, though, the final straw 


came right before his and Sul- 
livan’s World title bout at the Bash. 
Claiming that Cactus was too 
injured to compete, Sullivan asked 
WCW if he could choose a substi- 
tute partner to take Jack’s place. 
His request was denied. 

“| don’t care what problems 
Jack has with WCW,” Sullivan 
said. “But | know there was no way 
he was in any shape to wrestle. 
Look, a year or so ago, when 
Brian Pillman and Steve Austin 
were champs, Pillman got injured 
and WCW let [Lord] Steven Regal 
sub for him in a big title bout. They 
denied us the same consideration. 
Completely unfair!” 

WCW Commissioner Nick 
Bockwinkel offered a simple expla- 
nation. 


“| wasn’t with WCW at the time 
of Pillman’s injury,” he noted, “but 
the determination then was that 
Pillman had suffered a legitimate 
injury and that it would be proper 
for Austin to choose a substitute. 
The feeling this time was that Jack 


was not legitimately injured.” 

“Not legitimately injured?” 
Sullivan retorted. “Did Bockwinkel 
watch the match? Any idiot could 
see Jack wasn’t 100 percent! Far 
from it! We tried our damnedest, 
but you can’t be lacking against 
two guys like Orndorff and Roma. 
It almost would’ve been some mir- 
acle if we’d won.” 

Cactus’ injury was suffered sev- 
eral weeks before the Bash. In 
late-June, on an ECW card in 
Philadelphia, Jack wrestled Sabu 
in a wild brawl. As the combatants 
fought on the arena floor, Sabu 
cracked a bottle over Jack’s head. 
Jack needed stitches to close the 
nasty wound that resulted, but that 
was just the most brutal highlight 
of a match that should have seen 
Cactus resting and recuperating 
for two months minimum. 

In the ensuing weeks, those 
who closely follow Cactus noticed 
that his skills had diminished seri- 
ously. 

“That match took a Jot out of 


Jack hits Brian Sags of The Nasty 
Boys with a hockey stick at Slam- 
boree, as special referee and former 
Philadelphia Flyers enforcer Dave 
Schultz looks on. WCW officials 
didn’t share Jack’s fondness for for- 
eign objects. 


The injury affecting Cactus occurred 
in ECW, which didn’t thrill WCW offi- 
cials. However, Cactus enjoyed giv- 
ing (above) and taking (right) punish 
ment against Sabu. 


him,” noted one fan. “You never 
see Cactus Jack hold back, and he 
was starting to hold back. Even- 
tually, he snapped out of it, but not 
in time for the Bash.” 

If the injury was indeed so dev- 
astating, then why did WCW 
seemingly give it short shrift? The 
problem for Jack, some sources 
claim, was not whether the injury 
occurred, but where. 

“It happened in ECW, against 
Sabu,” said one wrestler, a fan 
favorite. “The folks in WCW were 
ticked off at Jack for wrestling 
there. So it was like they didn’t 
even want to admit he might have 
been injured, because then they'd 
be validating ECW.” 

“That is utter nonsense,” said a 
member of the WCW Board of 
Directors. “True, we weren't thrilled 
with Jack's freelancing in ECW, 
but that had absolutely nothing to 
do with the decision regarding the 
Bash. As we've always said, we 
determined Jack was healthy 
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enough to compete that night.” 

Naturally, Cactus doesn’t buy 
that. 

“Sure, the ECW situation was 
part of it,” he claimed. “They were 
gonna use that against me any 
way they could, even if they didn’t 
admit it.” 

After he and Sullivan lost the 
belts to Orndorff and Roma, Jack 
said he finally decided it was time 
to go. 

“People like to say | don't care 
about winning championships, that 


all | care about is doing a lot of 
crazy moves,” he said. “But those 
tag belts were important to me. Me 
and Sullivan were good partners. If 
WCW was gonna make it so hard 
for me to be a champion, then | 
say they can go take a flying leap! 
Hey, they think | was bad. How are 
they gonna appreciate champions 
like Orndorff and Roma? Like 
they're angels?” 

Bockwinkel insists, though, 
there was no conspired effort to 
run Jack out of WCW. 

“If a wrestler plays by the rules, 
he’ll have no problem with us,” 
said the commissioner. “If he vio- 
lates those rules, we'll be sure to 
get on his case. That’s how we 
play it with every man in WCW, 


from Hulk Hogan to Joey Maggs. 
Whatever grief—real or per- 
ceived—Cactus got from us was 
entirely of his own doing. 

“! will admit,” Bockwinkel added, 
“that several of my colleagues 
aren't exactly shedding tears over 
Jack’s departure. Frankly, | have a 
sense this is a winning situation for 
everybody. I’m sure wherever Jack 
ends up, he'll thrive.” 

He won't thrive in WCW, at 
least not for now. Conspiracy or 
not, that is a fact. aa 


YOU NEVER SAW 


MIDGET WRESTLING 


as nT 

Not many opponents make Espec- 

trito look big, but diminutive Mas- 

carita Sagrada is one of them. 
£ Sagrada later took advantage of his 


speed to cut his rival down to size. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


short, check out the 
‘small-statured stars from 
Mexico's AAA federation. — 
Their incredible athleticism 
“| takes midget competition to 
new heights! : 


Mexico’s mighty mites made an 
appearance on a AAA card in New 
York: fan favorites Octagoncito and 
Sagrada (above), and rulebreakers 
Jerrito Estrada and Espectrito 
(right). 


By V.J. Paterno 

IDGET WRESTLING HAS 
Mi been a big part of the sport 

for decades, though its 
popularity has slackened off in 
recent times. There were some 
truly great stars over the years: 
Sky Low Low, Little Brutus, Little 
Tokyo, Lord Littlebrook, among so 
many others. 

And while some people patron- 
izingly considered them “cute,” or 
simply viewed their matches as 
comic relief between “real” match- 
es, others realized they were 
skilled athletes. 

Now, competitors from Mex- 
ico’s AAA promotion are raising 
midget skills to unimagined 
heights! 

Three midgets, called “micros” 
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(some- 
one larger than a midget, smaller 
than a normal-sized wrestler), 
appeared on cards recently in 
Chicago and New York. To many 
on hand, they were the hit of the 
evening! 


in Mexico, and one “mini” 


These were midgets 1990s 
style, infused with the changes 
that have permeated all of wrest- 
ling in recent years. There were 
no instances of midgets scram- 
bling between a referee’s legs for 
laughs. AAA midget wrestling is 


more athletic than most conven- 
tional bouts in the U.S.: incredible 
aerial daredevil moves, quick ac- 
tion, sunset flips, “Franken- 
steiners,” moonsaults—these guys 
can do it all! 

“We see what is going on 
throughout wrestling, in Japan and 
elsewhere,” the tiniest of all, 80- 
pound Mascarita Sagrada, said 
through an interpreter, “and there is 
no reason why we cannot attempt 
maneuvers popularized by wrest- 
lers like Jushin Liger. At our size 
and weight, we are well-equipped 
to wrestle aerially and take advan- 
tage of our speed.” 

At about three feet in height, 
Sagrada is roughly the size of a 
nine-year-old boy, but don’t let that 
fool you. He’s strong, quick, and 
smart, and in the past has even 
leapt off the top of a steel cage—a 
long fall for anyone! If Sagrada 
were somehow proportionally 
enlarged to six feet tall, he would 
give many of the world’s best 
wrestlers a run for their money. 


Octagoncito leaps off the top 
rope, preparing his version of the 
“Frankensteiner” on Espectrito. 
Fans of Mexican midget wrestling 
regularly see exciting aerial 
moves like these. 


Although he’s only. three feet tall § 
and weighs about 80 pounds, 
Sagrada has skills that would 
shame some of his larger coun- 
terparts. Espectrito discovers 
this firsthand as Sagrada leaps 
onto him off the top rope. 


His partner for this tag match 
was Octagoncito, who is nearly as 
popular and every bit as acrobatic. 
He competes as a miniature ver- 
sion of Mexican star Octagon, right 
down to the red-and-black robe. 

“| enjoy competing in America,” 
Octagoncito said through an inter- 
preter. “I hope to return for many 
more cards.” 

How well would midgets be 
received by American fans, he was 
asked? 

“Since most of the fans here [in 
New York] were Mexican-American 
and already familiar with us, | don’t 
know. | would hope they would 
look upon us as athletes, not as 
oddities. | believe if you put one of 
our matches on an American feder- 
ation’s card, we would be appreci- 
ated, but | can say that about any 
one of our federation’s matches— 
not just the micros.” 

In fact, they would conceivably 
steal the show. 

At The Paramount Theater, 
Octagoncito and Sagrada took on 


Estrada, considered a “mini” (in 
between a midget and a full- 
sized wrestler), is in control of 
Sagrada. However, Estrada was 
later humiliated when he was 
revealed to be balding. 


Espectrito, a masked micro whose 
entrance music is the Godzilla 
theme, and the mini Jerrito Es- 
trada. The rulebreakers won the 
first fall in the best-of-three-falls 
match when Estrada registered the 
pin. 

However, Sagrada’s speed and 
Octagoncito’s remarkable kicking 
ability then came to the forefront. 
They won the next two falls, using 
a variety of aerial moves to con- 
found their opponents. 

“They made us work hard,” 
Sagrada said after the match. “It 
helped that yesterday [in Chicago] | 
had to team with Estrada against 


Espectrito and Octagoncito. | knew 


what to expect from Estrada to- 
day.” 

Very little of this little men’s 
match could be considered “cute.” 
The funniest thing that happened 


Espectrito is more of a power ™ ~ 


wrestler than the other minis, and 


uses some of that strength against eagee 


Octagoncito. Fans in New York and ™ 


Chicago enjoyed watching the | @ 


midget tag teams. 
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came when Sagrada took off the 
neckerchief covering Estrada’s 
head, revealing his near-baldness 
and drawing guffaws from the 
crowd. 

In addition, Octagoncito briefly 
pulled Espectrito’s mask off. (To be 
unmasked in Mexican wrestling is 
tantamount to losing one’s mas- 
culinity.) But he recovered and re- 
attached the mask scant seconds 
later, before most fans caught little 
more than a glimpse of the un 
masked man. 

“| have seen films of some of the 
great American midgets of the 
1950s and 1960s, and they were 
very good for their time,” Oct- 
agoncito said. “But athletes evolve 
and improve over the years. | do 
not wish to boast, but we are better 
skilled than they. In future genera- 
tions, there will undoubtedly be 
micros better than we are.” 

They'll have to do quite a bit to 
surpass Sagrada and his counter- 
parts. You won't find much power in 
midget wrestling, just as a champion 
flyweight boxer lacks the knockout 
punch of even a mediocre heavy- 
weight. But you'll see everything 
else fans love: quickness, deception, 
ring generalship, aerial skills. 

The wrestlers may be smaller 
than their normal-sized counter- 
parts, but the action certainly 
isn’t. O 


The telephone wires sizzle 
each month, as two top 
wrestlers voice their rage 
and hostility toward each 
other. Here’s the unedited 
transcript of their 
conversation, your chance to 
feel the raw emotion that 
results when two antagonists 
face off ... One On One 


HE TROUBLE BEGAN for 
: Dustin Rhodes when Bunkhouse 
Buck arrived in WCW and targeted 
him for destruction. No one knew much 
about Buck, who claimed the Rhodes 
family had publicly humiliated him sever- 
al years earlier. He also claimed that he, 
and not “American Dream” Dusty 
Rhodes, was the true king of the bunk- 
house match. He intended to prove that 
against Dustin. 

At Slamboree, Dustin turned back 
Buck’s challenge, but found an even more 
formidable foe in Terry Funk, who inter- 
fered on Buck’s behalf. When Funk 
announced he was joining Buck in Col. 
Robert Parker’s Stud Stable, Dustin knew 
he needed some help. 

Meanwhile, Arn Anderson was 
searching for a challenge. The former 
member of The Four Horsemen agreed to 
aid the younger Rhodes in his war with 
the Stud Stable. Considering Anderson’s 
rulebreaking past, there were skeptics. 
However, Dustin became convinced he 
could rely on Anderson. He wasn’t look- 
ing for a friend, just a partner. 

He found neither. 

During the course of Rhodes and 
Anderson's Bash at the Beach showdown 
with the Stable, the ex-Horseman double- 
crossed his partner, blasting him with a 
vicious DDT. That gave Funk and Buck 
an easy victory, and it gave Dustin a 
whole new challenge. 

Now faced with a one-on-three situa- 
tion, Dustin has decided to get help from 
an obvious source: his father Dusty. The 
“American Dream” is about to come out 
of retirement and join his son in battle 
against The Stud Stable. 


“I do expect you to spread a pack of lies about me and 


my dad. That’s what you and your kind are expert at. So 
you just keep talking and we’ll concentrate on the 
wrestling. Our way always wins out.” 


While preparing for the confrontations 
ahead, the younger Rhodes and Anderson 
agreed to take time out and burn up the 
phone lines for a less physical but equally 
violent confrontation ... “One On One.” 


DUSTIN RHODES: You know, 
Anderson, I’m still kicking myself. I still 
can’t believe I trusted you! Biggest mis- 
take I ever made. And I promise you it’s 
one I'll never make again! Now it’s time 
to stop kicking myself and start kicking 
your sorry butt! 

ARN ANDERSON: Who ever said 
you had to trust me? I told everybody 
who’d listen that Am Anderson had not 
changed one iota! I’m the same guy I ever 


—Dustin Rhodes 


was. Maybe if you had listened, you 
wouldn’t have make the “mistake,” as 
you call it. And as for your little threats: 
I’ve never been intimidated by a member 
of the Rhodes family, and I never will be! 

DR: You should be intimidated, 
because I fully intend to make good on 
those threats. I may be slow to anger, but 
when you push me too far, watch out! 
When you jumped me at the Bash, that 
was it. You and that whole Stud Stable 
won yourself more trouble than you bar- 
gained for. 

AA: Trouble for who? You and that 
old man they call the “Dream’’? It’s typi- 
cal, Rhodes, typical that when you get 
yourself in a tight spot you have to get 


“You'll win out, huh? Rhodes, | don’t think you under- 


stand or realize the power of the Stud Stable. I’m too mod- 
est to boast about my own accomplishments, but you 
know my track record.” 
—Am Anderson 


Daddy to bail you out. How does that 
make you feel? Does that make you feel 
like much of a man? If I were you, I’d be 
feeling pretty disgusted with myself right 
about now. 

DR: Listen, Anderson, I’m proud of 
my dad, and I’m proud he’s with me on 
this. The Rhodes family sticks together, 
and for that we make no apologies. I can’t 
think of a better man—a better wrestler— 
to turn to than Dusty Rhodes. You say 
that’s something I should be embarrassed 
about? I say you’re dead wrong. 

AA: Fine, you bring old Pappy to the 
ring with you. See how much help he is to 
you. He’s old, fat, and out-of-shape. He 
won't be a problem for me, and he won't 


be a problem for anybody else in the Stud 
Stable. I’m sure even Col. Parker could 
take Dusty without breaking a sweat. 
Hey, Rhodes, tell you what: We'll let you 
pick another partner. Anybody you like. 
We'll give you at least a sporting chance. 
How much good can your old dad be to 
you in there? Think about it. 

DR: | don’t need to think about it, not 
even for a split-second. Stop trying to play 
games, Anderson. Truth is, you're scared. 
So are Funk and Buck and Col. Parker, 
too. You know that even though he’s 
been retired for some time, my dad is still 
one of the most dangerous wrestlers in the 
business. If he weren’t in the picture 
you’d feel a whole lot better. You’re 


scared, but I don’t expect you to admit 
that. I do expect you to spread a pack of 
lies about me and my dad. That’s what 
you and your kind are expert at. So you 
just keep talking and we’ll concentrate on 
the wrestling. Our way always wins out. 

AA: You'll win out, huh? Rhodes, I 
don’t think you understand or realize the 
power of the Stud Stable. I’m too modest 
to boast about my own accomplishments, 
but you know my track record. And you 
know a lot about Bunkhouse Buck; he’s 
been whipping your behind in those 
bunkhouse matches enough. As for Terry 
Funk, well, if you’re not afraid of him, 
then you're just plain dumb. Think hard 
about what a long, drawn-out feud might 
do to your career, about how it might 
even end that career. And think what it'll 
do to Dusty. Maybe cripple him, or 
worse. You’re sure you want to go 
through with this? 

DR: If you’re serious, Arn, then 
you're the dummy around here. All 
you're doing now is trying to avoid us. 
Too late for that. The time for that was 
before you blindsided me at the Bash. 
Back then, you had the chance to redeem 
yourself. We could’ve been a great team, 
but you had to take the easy way out, as 
always. Truth is, you’re the one who’s 
always needed bailing out. You always 
had your Horsemen buddies in your cor- 
ner. When the Horsemen broke up, you 
were lost. You couldn’t cut it on your 
own. The Stud Stable is just a substitute 
for the Horsemen. 

AA: You listen to me, you little punk! 
Am Anderson has always been his own 
man! I’m in the Stud Stable because I 
want to be, not because I have to be. You 
look anybody in this sport straight in the 
eye and ask him about double-A. If 
they’re not lying, they’ll tell you they 
respect me as a man who gets it done. 
They don’t all like me, and I don’t care. 
I’m not trying to win any popularity con- 
tests. But they have my respect. You 
should, too. 

DR: I used to respect you, Anderson. 
Now all you deserve is my contempt. 
We'll see you and the rest of your crew in 
the ring. This is one fight the Rhodes fam- 
ily will never lose! 

AA: I'm ready, my friend. Bring it 
home! 0 


Slam ’92 at London’s Wembley 

Stadium), the “Hitman” could be 

facing a contenders list loaded 
with family members. 

RICHARD EVANS 

Gulfport, MS 


AAA ALL THE WAY 

For years, friends of mine from 
Southern California have raved 
about Mexico’s AAA promotion, 
and after watching a card at New 
York’s Paramount, now | see why. 
While | personally prefer the 
American one-fall format to the 
best-of-three falls used in Mexico, 
the wrestlers themselves are 
amazing. They’re somewhat 
smaiier than their American coun- 
terparts (no, I’m not referring to 
the midgets, who are in a class of 
their own), but compensate with 
incredible athleticism. Konnan, E! 
Hijo dei Santo, and Psicosis, to 
name a few, would fare very well 
in any American federation. 

il be the first to admit this 
wrestling is not for all tastes, just 
as Japanese wrestling may not 
appeal to many Americans. But 
those who watch it with an open 
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mind, not expecting a WCW, 
WWF, or ECW clone, will find it 
fascinating. The outfits are as daz- 
zling as the moves. (Compared to 
the clown suits worn by the three- 
some of Los Payasos, Doink looks 
as if he came straight from a back- 
water road show.) 

One suggestion for AAA: Any 
future cards in New York should 
have a bilingual ring announcer. 
While the crowd was largely 
Spanish-speaking, more and more 
“Anglos” will be on hand once word 
geis around about this excellent 
wrestling. And I'll be one of them. 

BERNIE O’TOOLE 
Jersey City, NJ 


VALIANT VOLKOFF 

Did Chris Bernucca have a 
mood swing or something? First he 
told us not to feel sorry for Nikolai 
Volkoff (“On The Road,” August 
1994). Then he gives us “Pity Poor 
Nikolai Votkoff! 1,000 Days In A 
Siberian Death Camp = 1 Day With 


EI Hijo del Santo monkey-flips Psicosis during the IWC/AAA card in New 


Ted DiBiase” (September 1994). 
You got it right the first time, Chris. 
Volkoff is a grown man who makes 
his own decisions. Nobody put a 
gun to his head and forced him to 
sign with the “Million-Dollar Man.” 
In life, you make your choices and 
live with them. 

By the by, Virgil looked good in 
his first few months post-DiBiase, 
and then his career dropped like a 
bomb. The last time | saw Virgil, 
he was teaming with some prelim 
stiff and losing to Well Dunn. 

Besides, Voikoff has been 
wrestling more aggressively than 
he has in years, and has re- 
gained his status as a bona fide 
WWEFE superstar. I’m sorry if 
Volkoff’s ring attire doesn’t look 
as respectable as that of Doink 
the Clown or Sparky Piugg. WWF 
wrestlers have been selling out 
for years. Volkoff is just a little 
more obvious about it than most. 

HARRY SIMON 
Las Vegas, NV ( 


York. Reader Bernie O’Toole liked watching the athleticism of the 
Mexican federation, and thinks many American fans would enjoy it, too. 


This Month In... 


Wrastiar 


“HULKSTER” 
under siege! 
Can HOGAN 

hold off WCW’s 

best? 


A VICIOUS cycle: 
Will SID self- 
destruct before 
reclaiming 

superstardom? 


PLUS... 

STEVE AUSTIN: 21st Century “Nature 
Boy”—by RICK STEAMBOAT! ... 
Why LEX LUGER turning bad would be 
good for the WWF ... An exclusive “Q & A” 
with DUSTY RHODES ... ADAM BOMB’S 
exploding with his new attitude! ... 
Introducing 
CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 


All this—and much more!—in the December 
1994 issue of The Wrestler 


NOW ON SALE! 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


ae estlin 
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The PWI/ 500: A comprehensive listing 

of the top 500 wrestlers, complete with 

cross-referencing, personal stats, and 
mini-biographies of each grappler! 


PLUS... 

The HULK HOGAN-RIC FLAIR poll! ... 
JIM NEIDHART: The man who poisoned 
OWEN’S heart ... An exclusive “Press 
Conference” with TED DiBIASE ... Why 
BIG VAN VADER and YOKOZUNA will 
never return to the top ... TERRY FUNK’S 
howl of protest against PUBLIC ENEMY: 
“Spraypaint my horses? I’ll lynch you!” 


All this—and much more!—in the December 


1994 issue of Pro Wresiling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 


hard. Former Associate Editor Gian 
Trotta and | still talk about that night. 
Cheryl Roberts, wearing a silver dress, 
shed a tear and | could've swom she 
was going to leave Jake for Honky 
right then and there. 

Oh, those were the days! The WWF 
was at its peak and Honky Tonk was 
number two on the totem pole, just a 
notch below Hulk Hogan. 

“| was the King,” Honky Tonk said. 
“But now I’m going to be the King 
again. Hulk Hogan, you can’t stop me 
this time. Ric Flair, you'd better get out 
of my way. The Honky Tonk Man is 
here!” 

Honky Tonk never could understand 
why the fans didn't like him. He is an 
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entertainer, an athlete, a comedian. 
He's the natural fan favorite. 

And | have a feeling WCW fans 
aren't going to like him, either. The most 
intriguing aspect of Honky Tonk’s arrival 
in WCW is that Jimmy Hart, his ex- 
manager, is here, too, and he manages 
Hogan. Get the picture? Hart and 
Honky were good together and | have a 
feeling “The Mouth Of The South” 
would rather be with Honky Tonk than 
Hogan. Of course, there's the little mat- 
ter of a contract. 

But this could work out perfectly. In 
my dream, | see Hogan and Honky 
Tonk battling over Hart. The winner 
gets the manager and the WCW World 
title. At that point, the world would have 
no choice but to honor Honky Tonk for 
what he is: the most misunderstood all- 
time great there ever was. 

kkk 
More on Honky Tonk. He has a 
few new guitars, some snappy new 
outfits, and | think his voice sounds bet- 
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Honky Tonk’s move to WCW comes while his former manager, Jimmy 


ter than ever. | asked him what he had 
been doing for the past year, other 
than wrestle occasionally on the inde- 
pendent circuit. 

“Not much, Dave,” Honky Tonk 
answered. “Doing a little shopping. 
Spent some time at Graceland. 
Worked on a few new songs. Been 
doing a lot of reading up on WCW. 
Never been here before.” 

| asked Honky Tonk if he remem- 
bered his performance at the 
Slammys. 

“Sure do,” he said. “As clear as day. 
Crowd gave me a standing ovation. A 
couple of people said to me, ‘You 
sound just like Elvis.’ And | said to 
them, ‘Elvis who?” 

It's good to know Honky Tonk 
hasn't changed. Here’s a man who 
has always been true to himself. He 
has never changed. 

That's a good thing for some of us. 
For the rest of you who haven't caught 
on, that’s your problem. C 


a a — 


Hart, is guiding the career of federation champion Hulk Hogan. Might 
“The Mouth Of The South” ditch the “Hulkster” for his old friend? 
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Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 
Don’t miss out on the excellence that has made PWI the leader 
in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL- 

COLOR poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, 

beganing with the September 1990 issue, PWI is packed with 
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April 1983/CENTERFOLD: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Omdorff, 
Hart. 
July 1983/CENTERFOLD: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka, 

st 1983/CENTERFOLD: Larry Zbyszko. 
Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von Erich, 
Wrestling ll. 
December 1983/CENTERFOLD: Wahoo 
McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, Steamboat, 
Hansen, DiBiase. 
January 1984/CENTERFOLD: Harley Race. 
Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, 


Sawyer. : 

June 1984/CENTERFOLD: Dick Slater; Ted 
DiBiose, Wrestling ll, Magnum T.A., Patera, 
Hogan. 

July 1984/CENTERFOLD: Paul Ellering 

Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, Gagne, 
Windham. 

September 1985/CENTERFOLD: Junkyord 
Dog. Magnum T.A., Yon Erich, Hogan, AWA 
Scouting Reports. 

February 1986/CENTERFOLD: Nikita Kolo 
Mike Von Erich, Warriors, Santana, Taylor, 
Barbarian, Race. 

October 1986/CENTERFOLD: John Studd, 
Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, Landell, 
Flair vs. Luger, Simpson. 

January 1987/CENTERFOLD: Fabulous 
Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. T.A., 
Snuka, Simpson. 

November 1987/CENTERFOLD: George 
Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, Harts, Hogan, 
Windham. 

January 1988/CENTERFOLD: The Road 
Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Garvins, Hogan 
& Ventura, Zbyszko. 

May 1988/CENTERFOID: Sting, Andre, 
Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Comette, Owen 
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December 1988/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw 
Duggon. Four Horsemen, Brody, Bigelow, 
Garvin, Precious. 

February 1989/CENTERFOLD: Jake Roberts. 
Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin Von Erich, 
Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steiner. 
Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, Tuer, 
Powers. 


June 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat. 
Hogan vs. Savage, Warriors, Zbyszko, 
Rhodes, 

July 1989/CENTERFOLD: Roddy Piper. 
Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 
Tournament, Studd, Muraco, 

October 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Rude. 
Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, Lawler vs. 
Perez, Page. 

December 1989/CENTERFOLD: Jimmy 
Snuka. Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, Beefcake 
& Hogan, Tully & Am. 

January 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. 
Ultimate, Comette, Ross, Kerry. 

February 1990/CENTERFOLD: Bret Hart. Lex 
Luger, Hogan, Hennig:Beefcoke, Toni Adams, 
Wi 


oman, 
April 1990/CENTERFOID: Dusty Rhodes. Rc 
jes! Hennig vs. Hogan, Sting, Rockers, 

ler 


June 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sting, Hogan vs, 

Warrior, R&R Express, Rhodes vs. Savage, 

Am vs. ; 

July 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Lex 

luge Beefcake, Skyscrapers, Heenan, Saito, 
ees, 


September 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick & Scott 
Steiner. Hogan, Sting, Horsemen, Hennig. 
October 1990/CENTERFOLD: Brutus 
Beefcake. Sting, Tugboat, Ultimate, Long, 
Blanchard Omdort 


May 1991/CENTERFOLD: Am Anderson. 
Hogan, Rude, Flair-Sting, Thesz. 
July 1991 /CENTERFOLD: Brian Pillman. 
Hogan, Luger, Demolition, Embry, Horsemen- 
Vicious. 
October 1991/CENTERFOLD: Lex Luger. 
Justice, Hogan-Slaughter, Windham, 
Williams, 
November 1991/CENTERFOLD: Bobb: 
Eaton. Savage & Elizabeth, Bushwhackers, 
Liger, Pillman. 
December 1991 /CENTERFOLD: Rick 
Steamboat, PWI 500, Simmons, Badd, 
Hogan-Flair. 
January 1992/CENTERFOLD: Ron Simmons. 
Flair, R. Steiner, Ultimate, Luger. 
February 1992/CENTERFOLD: 1992 
Colender. Hogan, Gilbert, Roberts-Justice, hot 
prospects. 
June 1992/CENTERFOLD: Dustin Rhodes. 
Piper interview, Abdullah-Cactus, Flair- 
Savage, Justice, 
July 1992/CENTERFOLD: Randy Savage. 
Best of the Best, Flair, U.S.Japan, Savage. 
ber 1992/CENTERFOLD: Nikita 

ff. Sting-Savage, Justice, Backlund, 
Steiners, Michaels. 
November 1992/CENTERFOLD: The Ultimate 
Warrior. British Bulldog, Undertaker, 
Steiners, Honky Tonk Man interview 
December 1992/CENTERFOLD: Big Van 
Vader. PWI 500, Bossman-Nailz, Waits & 
WCW rules, Justice interview. 
January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff Jarrett, 
Floir/Summerslam, Simmons by Bowden, 
Von Erich interview. 
February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt Hennig. 
Ramon, Snuka-Muraco, Rude, Rhodes, 
Roberts interview. 
April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windhom. 


June 1993/CENTERFOLD: Razor Ramon, 
Flair, Race-Vader, Lawler-Hennig, Kamala, 
WWF's egoists. 

July 1993/CENTERFOLD: Davey Boy Smith. 
Hulk Hogan, Vader, Yokozuna, Hart 
Slamboree, Flair-Rude. 

September 1993/CENTERFOLD: Paul 
Orndorff. sing & Hogan, Luger, Sherri- 


Shango, Blonds 

October 1993/CENTERFOLD: Marty 
Jannelty. WWF Midyear Report, Vicious, 
Anderson, HariHogan. 

November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The Steiners, 
WCW Midyear Report, Doink, Funk-Gilbert, 
Race, Yokozuna, 

December 1993/CENTERFOLD: Bret Hart. 
Sa Luger, Davey Boy Smith, Cactus 
Joc 

January 1994/CENTERFOLD: Jerry Lawler, 
Doink, Nasty Boys, Steiners, Comette, 
Vicious. 

February 1994/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. 
WWF or WCW-Who's Better?, Race-Rhodes, 
Hogan-Muta, Hart. 

April 1994/CENTERFOLD: Nasty Boys. Flair- 
Hogan-Hart, Rude, Kevin Von, Michaels, 
steroids, 

May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tatanka. 
Yokozuna-Luger, Flair-Vader, Heenan, 
WrestleMania retrospective. 

July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat. 
Razor Ramon, Flair-Regal, Cactus, Lawler, 
Yokozuna workout, 

August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink & Dink. 
Bret Hart/WrestleMania X, Steiners, Albano, 
steroid trial, 

October 1994/CENTERFOLD: Owen Hart. 
All-Star Challenge, Sting, Savage, Hennig, 
Fytch, WWF in Japan, 

November 1994/CENTERFOLD: Randy 
Savage. Hogan In WCW, Cactus, Yokozuna, 
lawler, Michaels, Jake. 
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He does not realize that his suc- 
cess was an illusion. 

He did not invent professional 
wrestling, just as surely as his 
actions will not destroy profession- 
al wrestling. The sport, like the 
sun, the ocean and the stars, will 
outlast his pitiful legacy. It will 
absorb his impact and register it 
no more than an elephant would 
an undigested peanut. 

At last we arrive at the truth: 
mcmahon is an undigested peanut 
rotting in the small intestine of a 
great elephant. Hazard a guess to 
what his future holds? 

As an irrigator guides water to 
his fields, as an archer aims an 
arrow, as a carpenter carves 
wood, the wise shape their lives. 

Some would say we have not 
moved much in the past 10 years. 
Hulk Hogan is still champion of the 
most celebrated wrestling federa- 
tion in the world. On the face of it 
this would seem true. But move- 
ment in wrestling is a subtle thing. 

Take Hogan, for instance. His 
24-inch pythons are now 19-inch 
garter snakes. His bark is worse 
than his bite. Credit his victory 
over Ric Flair to nerves, genetic 
- imprinting, and acculturation. This 
generation insists upon Hogan as 
champion. His time will quickly 
fade. His body will continue to 
shrink. Eventually, he will melt to 
his original form: a strand of blond 
hair, a knee pad, and his orange 
tan. He is so stupid he puts a ruler 
by his bed to see how long he 
slept. 

This isn’t a traditionally zen 
thought, but | can’t help it. mcma- 
hon twisted his father’s proud 
legacy into a seedy backroom pool 


The Insider 


(Continued from page 14) 


While Hulk Hogan is again champion of a federation (this time WCW), 


Eliner notes he’s literally not as big as he used to be. Expect the 


“Hulkster” to gradually wither away. 


hall, populated by junkies. Say a 
prayer for the souls of his children. 
Man is the only animal who is 
penitent, and the only animal who 
needs to be. mcmahon’s WWF will 
be absorbed into the wind and set- 
tle into the fields. Its seeds will 
spawn poisonous fruit. Do not eat 
this fruit. Do not play in these 
fields. Do not wear his sweaters. 


mcmahon wanted to be big. He 
took drugs and lifted weights. His 
business was full of artificial stimu- 
lants. Bigger is better, he thought. 
He sought wealth at the expense 
of health, size instead of wisdom. 
And now he relies on Nikolai 
Volkoff and Luna Vachon to fill his 
arenas. 

Ha ha ha. O 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


Aguayo, El Hijo del Santo, 
Octagon, and more). There was 
little advance sale and just a bit of 
advertising, mostly in E/ Diario, a 
Spanish-language daily newspa- 
per and one of the New York 
sponsors. 

Would IWC/AAA, seemingly far 
away from its roots, thrive? Or 
would it be a fish out of water? 

The New York card, at Madison 
Square Garden’s Paramount 
Theater, drew an announced 
crowd of 3,700 to a 5,000-seat 
arena. But many observers 
thought the figure was closer to 
4,400, as very few seats were 
empty once action ended and the 
lights came back on. Even the 
smaller estimate is larger than 
what WCW drew to The Para- 
mount in April of 1993. 

lf anything, the Chicago atten- 
dance was more impressive. 
About 6,100 were on hand at the 
Rosemont Horizon, a suburban 
facility not easily accessible to 
urban Hispanics. 

In New York, the promoters, 
unsure who would show up, 
hedged their bets. They arranged 
for Pedro Morales, the Puerto 
Rican-born former WWF World 
and Intercontinental champion, to 
make a special appearance, and 
gave him a lifetime achievement 
award. Surely some Puerto Ricans 
would show up to cheer one of 
their heroes. 

Perhaps a few did, but not 
many of them. While no one 
booed Morales, he got tepid 
applause at best. The reaction for 
the most part was, “Who is this 
guy?” 

For this was a largely Mexican 
crowd, which knew Morales no 
more than WWF or WCW fans 
would know El Hijo del Santo if he 
were introduced at one of their 
cards. The atmosphere was simi- 
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On The Road 


(Continued from page 10) 


Konnan, held by Eddy Guerrero, absorbs punishment from Jake Roberts 


during a card in New York held by Mexico’s AAA. The promotion nearly 
sold out the Paramount Theater, proving it can succeed in the U.S. out- 


side of California. 


lar to Dodger Stadium when 
Fernando Valenzuela was in his 
prime: People waved Mexican 
flags, cheered the fan favorites, 
and booed the rulebreakers. When 
Jake Roberts, Mexico’s idea of the 
ugly American, was introduced, 
more than a few ice cubes were 
tossed into the ring. 

Those few Anglos on hand, 
including people wearing ECW or 
Smoky Mountain T-shirts, must 
have felt isolated. Ring introduc- 
tions were in Spanish, so if you 
didn’t know anything about the 
competitors beforehand, you were 
out of luck. Fortunately, the 
wrestling—acrobatic and packed 
with all kinds of action—tran- 
scended language. American fans 
might not have known the com- 


petitors, but surely could appreci- 
ate them. 

IWC/AAA will never overtake 
the WWF or WCW in the States 
any more than foreign-language 
films can outdraw Hollywood's lat- 
est blockbusters. However, there is 
a niche for this kind of wrestling, 
and IWC/AAA promoters have 
tapped it. They plan future shows in 
Chicago and New York to go with 
their California dates. Don’t be sur- 
prised to see them book Dallas-Fort 
Worth, Houston, and San Antonio, 
where there are substantial Mex- 
ican populations. 

It's an invasion Pancho Villa him- 
self would have been proud of. (1) 

(Regular columnist Chris 
Bernucca is on vacation, but will 
be back nect month.) 


like Angel, portrayed in a humble, 
do-gooder light. 

Then it was “Stunning” Steve 
Austin’s turn to speak, and you won- 
dered how he made the cut. “I want 
to be as clear as possible for all you 
kids out there,” he lectured. “Give it 
up. I’m not your hero. | am beyond 
your comprehension. | refuse to 
inspire you. | am too good. Too 
handsome, strong, fast, smart—lI 
am a negative role model because 
you can never hope to fill half my 
shoes.” 

| asked Austin why he didn’t pan- 
der to the network cameras like the 
rest of his colleagues. 

“How can you even ask me that 
question, Liz?” Austin hollered. “I 
don’t seek or require public 
approval. It shows what a stinkin’ 
hypocrite Dustin Rhodes is. In the 
ring the guy’s the biggest cheat of 
them all. He loads his boots, he 
uses the ropes, he cries to officials. 
He just doesn’t have the guts to 
admit it. 

“| don’t want to mislead anyone 
into thinking I’m something I’m not. 
The bottom line is I’m a great 
wrestler, a champion, and that 
should be the only criteria used in 
evaluating me.” 

Steve Austin, a breath of fresh 
air? Who would have guessed it? 

Innocent As Charged! All this 
talk condemning Vince McMahon 
(I’m not naming names, Ellner), you 
would think the WWF CEO was 
convicted, and not acquitted, of all 
the charges against him. McMahon 
admitted using steroids himself, but 
denied ever insisting his wrestlers 
use them. The jury believed him, and 
when the verdict was announced, the 
packed Federal courtroom burst into 
applause. 

Despite the victory, McMahon 
can’t help but be hurt by the dark 
shadow it cast on the federation. | 
think a repentant and humbled Vince 


On Assignment 
(Continued from page 16) 


Now that the threat of a jail sentence has escaped Vince McMahon, the 
WWF impresario can get back to his federation. His promotional acumen 
will be put to a severe test now that Hulk Hogan is gone for good. 


McMahon can steer the WWF in the 
right direction. As he told reporters 
after the verdict, “| see nothing but 
blue skies ahead for the World 
Wrestling Federation.” 

Let's give McMahon the benefit of 
doubt. The tasks ahead for him are 
formidable. He must replace Hulk 


Hogan, perhaps the most daunting 
promotional task of his accomplished 
career. But if anyone can do it, 
McMahon can. The wrestling world 
needs his innovative mind and fresh 
wealth of ideas. With this behind 
him, perhaps now he will unleash 
his talents in a positive way. O 


May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr 
November 1985/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: Santana, 
Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 

January 1986/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 

February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham & 
Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 

April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Savage, 
Stan Hansen, Rock 'n' Rolls. 

June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Fiair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include; Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: WrestleMania 
2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 

September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lugar, 
Savage, Fantastics, Warriors, 

November 1986/Stories include: Warriors- 
Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 

December 1986/Stories include: Hogan- 
Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude-Flair, 
Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, Missy, 
Luger, Bulldogs, Kolofts. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Adonis, 
Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 

July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
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Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Comette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include; R&R 
Express, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Freebirds, 
Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 

February 1988/Stories include; Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds, 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, 
DiBiase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

duly 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Savage- 
DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 

August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: Megapowers 
vs, Megabucks, Horsemen, Lawler. 
November 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Kerry, Luger, Muraco, Freebirds. 
December 1988/Stories include: Powers of 
Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 

January 1989/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan, Sting, Amn, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Am, Warriors-Windham- 
Sting. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights, Fuller & Golden, Ultimate. 

May 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Steiner, 
Morton, Bad Co., Taylor. 

dune 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Savage, 
Luger, Steamboat-Flair, 

July 1989/Stories include; Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting. 
August 1989/Stories include: Hulkamania, 
Steamboat, Rude, Comette. 

September 1989/Stories include: Savage- 
Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Pillman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes. 

November 1989/Stories include: Elizabeth, 
Sting, Luger, Paul E., Mascaras. 
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| December 1989/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry. 
January 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting-Fiair, Roberts-DiBiase. 
February 1990/Stories include: Warriors- 
Skyscrapers, Zenk, Rude-Piper. 
April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade ’89, 
Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer. 
May 1990/Stories include: Hogan-Ultimate, 
Luger, Woman, Lawler, LPWA. 
June 1990/Stories include: Sting, Saito- 
Zbyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate, Jarrett. 
duly 1990/Stories include; Steiners, Sting, 
Warrior & Hogan, Earthquake. 
August 1990/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Hogan, Warrior, Taylor. 
September 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Duggan, JYD, Adams, Horsemen. 
October 1990/Stories include: Sting, 
Legion of Doom, Bushwhackers, Gigante. 
November 1990/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Vicious, Slaughter, Orients. 
December 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting, Kerry, Comette, Zbyszko. 
January 1991/Stories include: LOD, 
Adams, Steiners, Lawler-Funk. 
February 1991/Stories include: Taylor, 
Hogan, Martel, Sting, all-annoying team. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Roberts-Martel, Sting. 
April 1991/Stories include: Flair-Sting, 
Steiners, Piper, Zbyszko, Slaughter. 
May 1991/Stories include: Savage-Warrior, 
Steiners, Sting, Virgil, 
dune 1991/Stories include: Steiners, LOD, 
Koloff, |-C belt, Dundees. 
July 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Virgil, 
Funk, Nastys, Steiners, Spivey. 
August 1991/Stories include: Warrior- 
Undertaker, Steiners, Flair, Steamboat. 
September 1991/Stories include: Justice- 
Hogan, Hyatt, Rude, Hennig. 
October 1991/Stories include: Savage & 
Liz, Hogan & Warrior, Luger. 
November 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Savage, Luger, Flair, War Games. 
December 1991/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, York, Simmons. 
January 1992/Stories include: Sting, 
Freebirds, Hart, Rhodes, Rotundo. 
February 1992/Stories include: Luger, Hart, 
Patriot, Rude, Thesz-Rogers. 
April 1992/Stories include: Hart, Steiners, 
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P.O. BOX 956 


FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $ 
ONLY) as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
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Address 
City 
State 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent 
boat mail, and $3 fe every back issue to be sent airmail. Int'l money order in U.S. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


funds only. 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


Liger-Pillman, Roberts. 

May 1992/Stories include: Justice-Hogan, 
Liger, Gilbert, Repo Man. 

June 1992/Stories include: Sting, Hogan, 
Race, M.A. Bagwell, Atlas. 

duly 1992/Stories include: Undertaker, 
Vader, Sherri/Michaels, Madusa. 

August 1992/Stories include: Savage-Flair, 
Jack-Badd, Christopher, LOD. 

September 1992/Stories include: War 
Games, Hogan, Vader, Kamala. 

October 1992/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, Steiner-Muta, Simmons. 
November 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Warrior, Vader, top rope rule. 

December 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Ramon, Heavenly Bodies, Jarrett. 
February 1993/Stories include: LOD, 
Smoky Mountain, Rude, Jimmy Hart. 
March 1993/Stories include: Michaels, 
Nikita Koloff, Windham-Rhodes. 

May 1993/Stories include: WrestleMania IX 
analsis, Andre tribute, Muta, 

June 1993/Stories include; Doink, Vader- 
Sting, Jimmy Hart, Steiners, Lawler. 

July 1993/Stories include: Bravo, 
Gonzales, Bulldog, Ramon, Am, Tatanka. 
August 1993/Stories include: Christopher- 
Michaels, Hogan-Yokozuna, Hart. 
September 1993/Stories include: Steiners, 
Slamboree, Ramon, Sting & Smith, Hart. 
October 1993/Stories include: 
SummerSlam preview, Money Inc., Nanny 
Simpson, Vader-Vicious, Hart-Lawler. 
November 1993/Stories include: Heavenly 
Bodies, Jannetty, Rude-Flair, Hogan, 
Luger, Power Bombs. 

December 1993/Stories include: Fytch, 
Austin, Luger, Sting & Flair, Yokozuna. 
February 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Duggan, Doinks, Blonds, holiday wishes. 
March 1994/Stories include: Nastys, 
Parker, Borga, 1994 predictions. 

May 1994/Stories include: Flair-Rude, Hart, 
Luger, Morton, Heenan-Bockwinkel. 

June 1994/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Snuka, Anthony, Bruise Bros., Blayze. 
August 1994/Stories include: Piper, Hogan, 
911, Freebirds, rulebreakers, 

September 1994/Stories include: 
Undertaker, Nastys, Volkoff, Flair- 
Steamboat. 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 


TOP 15 —SID VICIOUS. 
(5) WWF Intercontinental champion (6} WCW TV champion (-+] USWA heavyweight champion 
1—BRET HART 5—RICFLAIR 9—TONY ANTHONY 13—RICK STEAMBOAT 
(1) WWF World champion (3) No. 4 contender: WCW World file {8} Smoky Mountain champion [+ No. 6 contender: WCW World file 
2—HULK HOGAN 6—LEX LUGER 10—SABU 14—OWEN HART 
(2) WCW World champion (10) No. 4 contender: WWF World fitle (13} No. 1 contender: ECW title {11} No. 2 contender: WWF World title 
3—STING 7—STEVE AUSTIN 11—RAZOR RAMON 15—SHANE DOUGLAS 
{9} No. 2 contender: WCW World title (4) U.S. heavyweight champion (15) No. 3 contender: WWF World fitle +) ECW heavyweight champion 
wew 4—STEVE REGAL 8—THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 12—JOHNNY B, BADD 
(4) 247, Blackpool, England {10} 310, Cobb County, GA (8) 235, Macon, GA 
1—HULK HOGAN 5—RIC FLAIR 9—DUSTIN RHODES 13—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
(1) 275, Venice Beach, CA {3} 243, Minneapolis, MN (7) 254, Austin, X (-} 280, Glens Falls, NY 
2—STEVE AUSTIN 6—BIG VAN VADER 10—ARN ANDERSON 14—THE HONKY TONK MAN 
(2) 241, Dallas, TX (6) 450, Denver, CO {13} 249, Minneapolis, MN (+) 278, Memphis, TN 
3—STING 7—RICK STEAMBOAT 11—BRIAN PILLMAN 15—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(9} 260, Venice Beach, CA (5} 238, Honolulu, HI (12) 226, Cincinnati, OH (+} 252, Boston, MA 
a a eee 
WWE 4—RAZOR RAMON 8—IRWIN R, SCHYSTER 12—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(11) 287, Miami, Fi (7) 248, Syracuse, NY {+ 234, San Antonio, TX 
1—BRET HART 5—LEX LUGER 9—THE KID 13—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
(1) 234, Calgory, Alberta + 268, Chicago, lk (13) 232, Minneopolis, MN {+} 368, Mt, Lourel, NJ 
2—DIESEL 6—THE UNDERTAKER 10—ADAM BOMB 14—DOINK THE CLOWN 
(2) 356, Los Vegas, NV {+} $28, parts unknown {+} 292, Harrisburg, PA {+ 235, parts unknown 
3—OWEN HART 7—TATANKA 1}—BOB BACKLUND 15—SPARKY PLUGG 
(3) 227, Calgary, Alberta (9) 250, Pembroke, NC {10} 234, Princeton, MN {-} 231, Talladega, AL 
ee eS eS ST ee ee SSE ES SS SSeS 
4—STING 8—TONY ANTHONY 12—THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 
MOST POPULAR _ POPULAR Lost issue: No. 5 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 11 Most Popular Lost issue: unrated 
1—HULK HOGAN 5—RICK STEAMBOAT 9—THE KID 13—ADAM. BOMB 
Lost issue: No. 1 Most Popular Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: No. 14 Most Popular Lost issue: unrated 
2—BRET HART 6—DUSTIN RHODES 10—TATANKA 14—CACTUS JACK 
Lost issue: No, 2 Most Populor Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 9 Most Popular Lost issue: unrated 
3—RAZOR RAMON 7—LEX LUGER 11—RANDY SAVAGE 15—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
Lost issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
4—SHAWN MICHAELS 8—BUNKHOUSE BUCK 12—JERRY LAWLER 
MOST HATED Lost issue: ui Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
1—BIG VAN VADER 5—BAM BAM BIGELOW 9—YOKOZUNA 13—BRUISER BEDLAM 
Lost issue: No. 2 Most Hated Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated Lost issue: No. 9 Most Hated Lost issue: No. 14 Most Hated 
2—OWEN HART 6—ARN ANDERSON 10—JEFF JARRETT 14—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 
Lost issue: No. 1 Most Hated Lost issue: unrated Lost issue: unrated Lost issue: No. 6 Most Hoted 
3—BOB BACKLUND 7—DIESEL TI—STEVE AUSTIN 15—JIM NEIDHART 
Lost issue: unrated Lost issue: No. 4 Most Hated Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 11 Most Hated 
TOP 15 
1—THE HEADSHRINKERS 6—THE NASTY BOYS 11—WELL DUNN 
(1) WWE World tog team champions (4) No, 2 contenders: WCW World tag title No. 4 contenders: WWF World tag tile 
2—MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT 7—PUBLIC ENEMY 12—BAD BREED 
{8} No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title {7} ECW tag team champions (+} No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
3—PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA 8—THE HEAVENLY BODIES 13—P6-13 
(2) WCW World tag team champions (-} No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title (6) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag fitle 
4—THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 9—HULK HOGAN & STING 14—DORY FUNK JR. & TERRY FUNK 
(-} Smoky Mountain tog team champions (+) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title (10) No. 2 contenders: ECW tag title 


5—BAM BAM BIGELOW & IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 


{+} No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
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10—THE SMOKIN' GUNNS 
No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag tile 


15—GEORGE SOUTH & ITALIAN STALLION 
} PWF tog team champions 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


These ratings are compiled by the editors with the assistance of promoters, wrestlers, and reporters around the country, and 
are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of each wrestler. The number 
in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 


category last issue... 
that comes to our offices ... 
our previous issue ... 
former champion was, and where the match took place. 


“Most Popular” and “Most Hated” ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mail 
Championships highlighted in bold on the “Roll Call Of Champions” have changed hands since 
The information under the championship listing indicates the date that champion won the title, who the 


For period ended August 15,1994 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: LOVE MACHINE & EDDY GUERRERO 
thay 23,1994; defeated El hijo del Santo & Octagon; Rosemont|lllinois) 
ALLJAPAN ASIAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: DAN KROFFAT & DOUG FURNAS 
ered 9, 1993; from The Patriot & The Eagle; Omiya, Japan) 

ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: STEVE WILLIAMS 
(July 28, 1994; from Mitsuharu Misawa; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DAN KROFFAT 
(July 12, 1994; from Masanobu Fuchi; Kagoshima, Japan) 
ALLJAPAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA & KENTA KOBASHI 
(December 3, 1993; beat Akira Tave & Toshiaki Kawada in tournament final; Tokyo, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: STEVE WILLIAMS 
(July 28, 1994; from Mitsuharu Misawa; Tokyo, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S ALL-PACIFIC CHAMPION: YOKO INOUE 

(March 27, 1994; defeated Toshiyo Yamada; Yokohama, Japan) 

ALLJAPAN WOMEN’S CHAMPION: KAORU ITO 

(May 4, 1994; defeated Rie Tamada in tournament final; Toda, Japan) 
ALLJAPAN WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: AJA KONG 
(November 26, 1992; from Bull Nakano; Kawasaki, Japan) 

ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CANDY OKUTSU 
(December 6, 1993; from Chapparita Asari; Osaka, Japan) 

ALLJAPAN WOMEN'S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 

MINAMI TOYOTA & TOSHIYO YAMADA 

(December 6, 1993; from Dynamite Kansai & Mayumi Ozaki; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-STATE WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT tapes RICK CANNON 
Uuly 7, 1994; from Tony Prichard; Maryville, TN) 


ALL-STATE WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: RICK CONNERS & LONE STAR 
(March 31, 1994; from Charlie Long & Bobby B; Maryville, TN) 
AMERICAN COMMONWEALTH HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: T. RANTULA 
(March 26, 1994; from Rip Sawyer; Johnsonburg, PA) 
AMERICAN COMMONWEALTH LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JOHNNY GRAHAM 
(May 29, 1994; from Lord Zoltan; Lancaster, PA) 
AMERICAN COMMONWEALTH TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE BAD CREW 
(September 30, 1993; title previously vacant; York, PA) 
AMERICAN STATES WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SCOTT SOMERS 
(November 19, 1993; from Bo Dacious; Mansfield, OH 
ATLANTIC WRESTUNG COUNCIL UGHTWEIGHT CHAMPION: BOBBY ROGERS 
(December 4, 1993; from Blare Rogers; Hollywood, FL) 
ATLANTIC WRESTLING COUNCIL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: T.J. JACKSON & THE MISER 
Uuly 2, 1993; from American Scorpion & The Falcon; West Palm Beach, FL) 
CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TONY ATLAS 
(December 4, 1993; from Vic Steamboat; Tewksbury, MA) 
CONTINENTAL WRESTLING ALUANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: VIC STEAMBOAT 
(October 23, 1993; from The Iron Sheik; Wakefield, MA) 
CONTINENTAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE JUNIOR tre sol CHAMPION; RAY ODYSSEY 
(October 23, 1993; from Flex Lavender; Wakefield, MA| 
ECW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHANE DOUGLAS 
(March 26, 1994; from Terry Funk; Devon, PA) 
ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PUBLIC ENEMY 
(March 6, 1994; from Kevin Sullivan & Tasmaniac; Philadelphia, PA) 
ECW TELEVISION CHAMPION: JASON 
ae 13, 1994; from Mikey Whipwreck; Philadelphia, PA) 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CHRIS ADAMS 
buy, 1, 1994; from Rod Price; Dallas, TX) 
GWF TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JIM GARVIN & TERRY GORDY 
(June 3, 1994: from Black Bart & John Hawk; Dallas, TX 
IPWA CHAMPION: TITLE HELD UP 
(Most recently held by Vern Henderson) 
IWC HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KONNAN 
(April 2, 1994; from Cien Caras; Reynosa, Mexico) 
IWCCW LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JOE SAVOLDI 
(December 26, 1991; from Tasmaniac; Monticello, NY) 
IWCCW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE SIOUX WAR PARTY 
(May 9, 1992; defeated The Canadians in tournament final; Hamburg, PA) 
IWGP CHAMPION: SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(May 1, 1994; from Tatsumi Fujinami; Fukuoka, Japan) 


IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: KENSUKE SASAKI & HAWK 
Vanuary 4, 1994; from Scott Norton & Hercules; Tokyo, Japan) 


IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JUSHIN LIGER 
Uanvary 4, 1993; Ultimo Dragon; Tokyo, Japan) 
MIDWEST TERRITORIAL WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MACHINE GUN KELLY 
(July 16, 1994; from Al Snow; Taylor, Mi) 
MIDWEST TERRITORIAL WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE INTERNATIONAL FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
(uly 16, 1994; from Road Warrior Hawk & Bobo Brazil Jr.; Taylor, Mi) 
NWA WOMEN’S CHAMPION: BAMBI 
(July 26, 1994; from Peggy Lee Leather; Chattanooga, TN) 
PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION CHAMPION: peve ilar 
uly 28, 1994; from Mitsuharu Misawa; Tokyo, Japan) 
PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION pall op Aah a TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA & KENTA KOBASHI 
(December 3, 1993; beat Akira Taue & Toshiaki Kawada in tournament final; Tokyo, Japan) 
fens os WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: LUSCIOUS LUKE 
pa , 1994; from Vern Henderson; Plant City, Florida) 
WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RUSSIAN ASSASSIN I! 
the 29, 1994; defeated Italian Stallion in tournament final; Belmont, NC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: CRUEL CONNECTION II 
Lice 12, 1994; from American G.I; Point Pleasant, WV) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BRIAN WILLIAMS 
{April 29, 1994; from George South; Kings Mountain, NC) 
PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS;GEORGE 
(May 28, 1994; from Terry Austin & Austin Steele; Inman, SC) 
SMOKY MOUNTAIN HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TONY ANTHONY 
Uuly 5, 1994; from Jake Roberts; Warrensville, NC} 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
(August 8, 1994; from Chris Candido & Brian Lee; Saltville, VA) 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN U.S, JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CHRIS CANDIDO 
(November 13, 1993; from Bobby Blaze; Morristown, TN 

TRI-STAR WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JIMMY SHARPE 

(uly 22, 1994; from Randy Steele} Rossville, GA) 

TRI-STAR WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CAM & SAM COLT 

(June 8, 1994; from The Jet Set; Fort Oglethorpe, GA) 

USWA CHAMPION; SID VICIOUS 

(July 16, 1994; by forfeit, from Jerry Lawler; Memphis, TN) 

USWA SOUTHERN CHAMPION: DOUG GILBERT 

(August 1, 1994; from Brian Christopher; Memphis, TN) 

USWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS; DANTE & GREAT MEPHISTO 

(August 15, 1994; title previously held up; Memphis, TN) 

WCW TELEVISION CHAMPION: LORD STEVEN REGAL 

(June 23, 1994; from Larry Zbyszko; Charleston, SC) 

WCW U.S. CHAMPION: STEVE AUSTIN 

(December 27, 1993; from Dustin Rhodes; Charlotte, NC} 

WCW WORLD CHAMPION: HULK HOGAN 

(July 17, 1994; from Ric Flair; Orlando, FL) 

WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA 

(July 17, 1994; from Cactus Jack & Kevin Sullivan; Orlando, FL 

WINDY CITY WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE SMITH BROTHERS 
(November 13, 1993; from The Twin Turbos; Greenville, IL) 

WORLD WIDE WRESTLING ALUANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
(April 16, 1994; from Nailz; Atlantic City, NJ) 

WORLD WIDE WRESTUNG ALUANCE INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: JACK HAMMER 
(August 27, 1993; from Tony Atlas; Freeport, Bahamas) 

WORLD WIDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TITLE VACANT 
(Most recently held by The Diamond Express} 

WORLD WRESTLING ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: DUANE & WAYNE GILL 
(May 14, 1994; from The Super Jocks; Williamstown, NJ 

WWA FRONTIER MARTIAL ARTS CHAMPION: MR, ONITA 

(September 19, 1992; from Tiger Jeet Singh; Yokohama, Japan) 

WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: DIESEL 

(April 13, 1994; from Razor Ramon; Rochester, NY) 

WWF WORLD WOMEN’S CHAMPION: ALUNDRA BLAYZE 

(December 13, 1993; defeated Heidi Lee Morgan in tournament final; Poughkeepsie, NY) 
WWF WORLD CHAMPION: BRET HART 

(March 20, 1994; from Yokozuna; New York, NY) 


WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE HEADSHRINKERS 
(April 26, 1994; from The Quebecers; Burlington, VT) 


SOUTH & ITALIAN STALUON 
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This Month In Wrestling History 
“THE CRUSHER BECOMES THE CRUSHEE” 


PRIMO CARNERA vs. THE CRUSHER 
October 1961 


Not many wrestlers could outmuscle the mighty Crusher in his heyday, so it 
took someone with a little boxing experience to do it. Primo Carnera had a 
pretty distinguished career as a boxer, capturing the heavyweight title in the 
1930s. But “Da Preem” was just as tough when he switched to wrestling. He 
locked his arms around Crusher with the greatest of ease—and Crusher had 
a heck of a time escaping! Might this give current heavyweight boxing 
champ Michael Moorer ideas for a future career? 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


THE MAGAZINE THAT 
RPS THE LID OF 


PRO WRESTLING 


+ In-depth articles from the sport's 
greatest writers and photographers! 

+ The famous “Hotseat” interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names! 

» “One On One,” in which two archri- 
vals meet on the phone to voice 
their hatred! 

+ A lively “Capsule Profile”—plus 
pinup!—of one of your favorite mat 
Stars! 

+ “Roll Call Of Champions”—the most 
comprehensive championship direc- 
tory available anywhere! 

+ Top 15 ratings in six important cate- 
gories! 

+ “Blast From The Past,” featuring 
highlights from the sport’s rich his- 
tory! 

+ Updates of major mat stars in 
“Where Are They Now?” 

+ All this—and more!—every month! 


Send to: 


London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 


Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Each month, 
Inside Wrestling 
works hard and digs 
deep to uncover the 
behind-the-scenes stories 
that you want to read! 
Subscribe today—and 
save up to 23% off the 
newsstand cover price! 


THREE WAYS TO Now, with three different ways to subscribe, getting Inside 
Wrestling delivered to your door each month is easier 
GET IN ON ALL than ever! Plus: Your subscription price saves you more, 
THE ACTION! because it includes sensational special issues of Inside 
Wrestling—at no extra cost! 
Get six issues of INSIDE WRESTLING for $11.70 
*Get 12 issues of INSIDE WRESTLING for $19—an 18% savings off the newsstand price 
*Get 24 issues of INSIDE WRESTLING for $36—a 23% savings off the newsstand price 


Name 


Address Apt. 


City State 7A\ 0) a acl 
Please indicate method of payment 


Wes, | would like to subscribe to INSIDE WRESTLING (Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax): 


C11 am enclosing $11.70 for a six-issue subscription 
L] 1 am enclosing $19 for a 12-issue subscription 


C1 Check or money order 
(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


L] | am enclosing $36 for a 24-issue subscription Cvied C1 sMasieroarae 


Expiration date: / 
MO / YR 


CL] NEW CL] RENEWAL 


Price offer good in U.S. and Ganada only. All other countries: $16.50 for six issues ($22.20 airmail), $28.60 for 12 issues ($40 airmail), and $55.20 for 24 issues ($78 air- 
mail). For all orders outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 2306/04-94 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated \ y/ 
magazine has all the inside information you want 


and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the Vi N 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 
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1a | ‘) a 99 Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN THE U. K., 0891 299 712 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial.phones, 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute in the United 
Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and,4@pyawalllther times, incl, VAT. 


Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WEIN 3XxX 2074/01-94 
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